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LECTURES ON TOXICOLOGY, 
By Dr. CLenpinninc. 


Is addressing, as is now my duty, a mixed 
auditory, which, though consisting prin- 
cipally of gentlemen of higzhly-cuitivated 
minds and mature judgments, yet includes 
gentlemen of varivus péofessions, pursuits, 
aad attainments, I shall not consider myself 
at liberty to enter into much detail—to give 
many illustrations, or to adhere very closely 
to scholastic methods or classifications. 
Condensed descriptions, rapid warrations, 
general deductions, and, in a word, sum- 
mary views, shall for the most part consti- 
tute and characterise the ensuing discourse. 

The first subject of which 1 shall teat 
on the present occasion is 

Orivum, 

The botanical, cl 1, pharmaceutical, 
and medicinal histories of which bave beeu 
already discussed by my cvileagues: my 
attention, therefore, shall be confiued in the 
first place, to its effects as a poison ; second- 
ly, to the means of detecting it; aud, third- 
ly, to the antidotes and other remedial 
means required to save the life of the 
sufferer. 

Effects asa Poison on the Nervous Sys- 
tem.—About an hour or an bour and a half 
after th: ingestion of a poisonous dose of 
opium, we remark indisposition to conversa- 
tion, taciturnity, heaviness, incapability of at- 
tention and of utterance, indifference to pass- 
ing eveuts and surrounding objects, somno- 
lency, sleep—there is great difficulty of 
arousing the patient out of this sleep, and of 
reviving his attention, And when awakened 
he manifests great desire for tranquillity, 
and the strongest propensity to relapse into 
his former lethurgy ; for a long time, how- 
ever profound may be the torpor, excite- 
ment is possible, however, not as in apo- 
plexy. The pupil is always atfected, gene- 
rally contracted, sometimes dilated ; sight, 
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| hearing, taste, smell, and even feeling, are 


to a greater or less extent abolished or sus- 
pended,—restored, however, by excitement 
sufficiently energetic to awaken the sick, aud 
withdrawn again on the recurrence of sleep. 
Similarly as in natural somnolency, after pro- 
tracted watching aud exhausting bodily ex- 
ertions, the manifestations of will, thought, 
and moral feeling, ebb or flow as the indi- 
vidual loses or recovers the use of his orgaus, 
and his self-possessiona, so he yields to or 
resist sthe treacherous drug. 

Effects on the Circulation.—The effects 
on the heart and arteries are not very strik- 
ing. After perhaps a transitory increase of 
frequency and force, the pulse commonly 
falls, and if the dose be very powerful, 
it becomes irregular,—more particularly 
when (as occasionally happens) convulsions, 
or other violent muscular efforts, occur to 
modify the circulation. Towards the latter end 
in fatal cases, as in almost all other cases of 
sinking. The pulse becomes more rapid, 
feeble, and irregular. 

Effects on Respiration—The action of 
the chestis modified, precisely as in ordinary 
sleep ;—I mean, is considerably retarded 
compared with waking respiration, and be- 
comes gradually slower as the disease pro- 
ceeds ;—so much so, that in advanced cases 
those most important alternate actions, the 
expansion and contraction of the thorax 
take place as it were but occasionally, and 
at long and perbaps unequal intervals, and 
become not unfrequently so feeble as almost 
to escape observation. 

Effects on Excretion,—On the excretory 
functions, the only well-ascertained effect is 
increase of perspiration—a power of upiate 
narcotics which is well known, and made 
extensively available by the practitioner. In 
the case of most other membranous and 
glandular excretories, there is rather a sus- 
pension of function than increase of activity. 

Effects on the Countenance.—In nothing 
does narcotism from opium so well simulate 
natural sleep, as in the expression of the 
countenance ; there is the same traaquillity 
— the same relaxation of the muscles of 
the lips, eyelids, cheeks, nose, and eye 
brows—the same passionless expression of 
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the whole nervous system of the face. But! 
one ion gives token of continued vigi- 


Jance and vitality—1 mean that portion of 
what the older anatomists called the seventh | 
pair, which gives voluntary motive power to 
the facial muscles, awd which evidences its) 


p gies by the stight elevations: 
and depressions of the ale nasi, coincident, 
with the movements of the chest. Along: 
with extreme placidity of expression, there | 
iscommouly considerable paleness of theface, | 
which I believe frequently, but I am sure 
(since I Nave myself observed it) sometimes, 
extends to the whole surface of the body. 

Prognosis.—The above-mentioned modi- 
fications of the nervous and vascular actions, 
of the excretions, of the expression of the 
countenance, &c., continue for a very vari- 
able period in different cases, according to 
the dose, and the susceptibility of the patient. 
Generally an hour or more elapses betore 
any considerable impression is made ou the 
animal powers, and death rarely happeus, 
even in unassisted or desperate cases, in 
I-ss than many hours. There is much va- 
riety in this respect, but the fifth or sixth 
liour may be named as the earliest period, 
and a patient who has survived the thir- 
teenth or fourteenth hour may, ceteris pa- 
ribus and quoad the poisoning simply, be 
pronounced out of danger. 

With regard to the dose of opium required to 
destroy life, I have no accurate information ; 1 
am disposed to think, that less than fifteen or 
twenty gtains of crude opium would be in- 
sufficient to destroy an adult, and many have 
recovered from much larger doses. The in- 
fluence of habit, it is well known, is very 
great in extending the limits within which 
opium may be safely administered or used. 
I Fave lately heard of a young lady who 
could safely cousume daily two ounces of an 
acetic tincture of more than double the 
strength of the officinal spirituous tincture 
of opium, and I have referred to other exam- 
ples in the introductory lecture which 1 had 
the honour of reading to this Society some- 
time last summer. 

Modus operandi.—Opium is poisonous in 
large doses, no matter what surface it may 
be brought into contact with; it has proved 

nous when applied to an ulcer, to an 
incised wound, to a blistered surface, to the 


peritoneum, avd to the pulmonary mucous 
membrane, quite as decidedly as when intro- | 
duced into the stomach, It is locally or par- 
tially poisonous, as well as generally or con- 
stitutionally. When applied (for example) to 
a voluntary muscle, it has been found to para- 
lyse the part ;—if toa portion of intestine, it 
suspends instantly the vermicular motion ;— 
if to the substance of the heart, it sup- 
pene immediately its pulsations, But its 

| effects seem entirely attributable to its 
action on the blood, and on the nervous sys- 


DR. CLENDINNING ON OPIUM. 


tem, The former (I mean the blood) is 
usually found by the onatomist destitute of 
coagula, and quite fluid, and may therefore 
re bly be supposed to have suffered 
vitiation of important vital properties. Of 
the changes andergone by the nervous sys- 
tem, some account hes already been given 
under the head of symptoms of poisoning 
by opium, to which I regret to be unable to add 
any-thing satisfactory from pathological 
auatomy. ‘Ihe scalpel has, in fact, thrown 
nv useful light (so far as I know) on the 
modus operandi of opium as a poison. 

A matter so important to be known as well 
for the purposes of preventive as of curative 
medicine, as are the series of changes or the 
process by which a common potent poison 
works its deadly effects, has been, as may 
readily be believed, a matter of very anx- 
ious inquiry, aud has furnished, consequent- 
ly, ion for abundant and eager disputa- 
tion, Accordingly, respecting the opera- 
tion of opium, there has been much discus- 
sion and great diff-rence of opinion—more 
particularly as to whether it could be ranked 
properly amongst sedative or stimulant 
agents. Another question, however, of more 
importance to toxicology iz, whether its poi- 
sonous action on the brain, when applied toa 
remote part (a3 the stomachor a wound), is 
dependent on a morbific impression made in 
the first instance ov the nerves of the part, 
and by them transmitted to the encephalon ; 
or whether its entrance into, or conveyance 
along, the blood-vessels, and ultimately its 
presence in, and centact with, the brain, 
is not an essential condition of its efli- 
ciency as a poison. To that question a de- 
cisive aud exclusive answer cannot be made 
in the present state of our knowledge, and 
at present it seems to me not unlikely, that 
a middle term may be found to reconcile 
both extremes, Lt appears to me not at all 
improbable, that a doctrine lately promul- 
gated by two able co-experimentalists of 
this city, will turn out to be prelerable to 
either, Lallude to the theory which teaches 
that opium and other similar poisons act on 
the general nervous system and constitution, 
ed means of a morbific impression made on 
the nerves of the vascular tissue, and by 
them conveyed to the brain. 

Diagnosis and detection. — Narcotism 
from opium is easily distinguished from 
every ordinary disease in most cases, and 
can scarcely, under any circumstances, be 
confounded with any, if we except drunken- 
ness, somnolency from cold, apoplexy, cer- 
tain unusual lethargic affections depending 
on cerebral disease, epileptic sleep, and, 
perhaps, some others of very rare occur- 
rence; from these excepted affections, 
the distinction is generally ensily traced. 
A careful examination of the past life aad 
present circumstances of the patient, will 
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almost always elicit data sufficient to author- 
ise a confident diagnosis. 


The detection, however, of the poison by | 


in solution, from the other contents of the 
organ. If solid opium be discovered, the 
inquiry is at an end; a fraction of a grain of 


chemical tests after death, or the prdof of! solid gum resin (so peculiar is its taste) will 


its having been administered or taken by 
any sort of evidence, is often matter of 
great difficulty. 

The detection demands two different modes | 


suilice in many cases ; but it will generally 
be necessary to inquire further. ‘he best 
method I kuow of is that recommended by 
Dr. Christison ; be boils the contents of the 


of inquity and proof; namely, circumstan- | stomach with water, acidulated with acetic 
tial and experimental inquiry and evidence. | acid, down to the consistence of a syrup; 
‘The circumstances respecting which we are to the residue he adds alcohol, after which 
to inquire are of various kinds, viz. the he boils down as before ; he then dissolves 
personal position and appearance of the the extract remaining after the second boil- 
suicide or victim—his relation to surround-| ing in distilled water. The solution con- 
ing objects—his previous occupations or ha- | tains meconic acid and morphia, and is to 
bits—bis hereditary propensities—and so be subjected to the reagents proper for the 
forth. The experimental evidence consists detection of each of these substances. Of 
of the phenomena presented by the matters | these reagents and the chemical conditions 
found in or ejected from the stomach of the | of their successful employment, my learnéd 
patient, or detected in some paper or vessel | colleague, the professor of chemustry, bas 
out of which he may have partaken when already treated; 1 shall confine myself, 
subjected to chemical tests. Of the cir-/ therefore, strictly to what concerns medico- 
circumstantial evidence, that which the phy- | legal practice. 

sician has principally to inquire after, issome| Having separated the meconic acid (of 
trace of the supposed poison in the vicinity the meconite of morphia contained in the 
of, or about the bed, or on the person of the before-mentioned solution) from the mor- 
patient. The discovery of any, the minutest| phia by means of subacetate of lead, the 
quantity, of av opiate preparation, is,in such addition of which to such a solution causes 
a case, of more value than numerous cit- a copious deposit of insoluble meconate of 
cumstances of less exclusive import, and is}lead, we must apply to the strained fluid the 
direct evidence. Without some proof of) tests of morphia, ‘Ihe tests that are avail- 


poison having very recently been in the pos-| able in such cases as furnish opium in the 


session of the deceased, or of his having | liquid form, and in smali quantity ouly, or 
used means to provide himself with some so mixed with other matters as not to be 
shortly before death, there is no evidence. | certainly distinguishable by the palate or 
As to dejection of mind, hereditary dis-| nostrils alone, ure, nitric acid, the permu- 
position tu insanity or suicide, or other such | riate of iron, and the taste of the prepared 
circumstances, that can lead to .satisfac- | liquor. ‘To facilitate the use of these tests, 
tory conclusions. ‘The discovery, therefore, |excess of subacetate of lead must be care- 
of some opiate preparation is, in such cases, | fully removed by the gaseous plan, the liquor 
the first and principal object of medico-legal | must be caretully purified, &c., and decolo- 
solicitude. risation mustin many instances be employed. 

The second step in the inquiry is the In this, as indeed in almost all other cases, 
examination of the contents of the stomach, | the decolorising agent should, for obvious rea~ 
or of any matters that may have been vomit-| sons, be animal charcoal, and not chlorine, 
ed or extracted from that organ by the | notwithstanding the preference often given 
pump. In the first place it is to be ascer- | to the latter by Oriila. Ifto a portion of the 
tained, whether there be any of the pecu- | liquorso prepared and condensed by evapora- 
liar sensible properties of opium ; whe-/ tion nitric acid be added, an orange colour, or 
ther the smell or the taste of that drug can | orange-red, is immediately perceived to su- 
be detected. If an opiate flavour or odour | persede the previous grey, or white colour. 


can be identified, there can be no doubt as 
to the presence of the poison. No known 
substance so nearly resembles opium in taste 
or smell as to be capable of misleading the 
inquirer. 

Should it however happen, as indeed fre- 
quently haz happened, that no satisfactory 
traces of its presence can by such means be 
discovered, we must proceed to attempt its 
detection by chemical agency. With this 
view the suspected matter must be carefully 
Strained, for the purpose of facilitating the 
separation of the solid opium, should there 
be any, or, at all events, of the opium 


If to a second portion, potash, ammonia, or 
lime-water, be added in the first place, and 
afterwards some of a solution of permuriate 
of iron (for which | have found the tinetura 
ferrimuriatis of the shopsanswer very well), 
a copious deposit is immediately produced, 
which is flocculent, and varies in colour from 
bluish grey to deep blue, according to cir- 
cumstances and to the nature of the neutra- 
lising or alkaline substance employed. ‘The 
latter test 1 have found tolerahbly delicate ; 
ten drops of common tincture of opium, di- 
luted with an ounce of water and so treated, 


give an immediate aud very copious deposit 
F2 
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The 
more delicate than those of morphia, so that 
it has been satisfactorily detected in cases 
in which neither morphia, nor the taste of 


of meconic acid are still | 


, I omitted to mention a source of fal- 

acy, viz., that that acid produces an orange 
colour with strychnine also, and perhaps 
with other — Objections arising 
met by corroborative 


opium, could with certainty be declared. out of this must 


In an extremely dilute solution of opium 


proof derived from the symptoms or from 


(such as ten drops of common tincture would the results of other tests less equivocal. 


give if added to several ounces of distilied 
water) the addition of a few drops of the 


Before passing to the third head of ob- 
servation, namely, the mode of treatment, I 


tinctura ferri muriatis produces instantly a | think it necessary to say, that where opium 
brilliant cherry-red colour, characteristic of is present in quantity sufficient to yield a 
the mutual action of permuriate of iron and grain, or even less, of pure morphia, or 
meconic acid. In a solution, much less di-|meconic acid, the additional tests already 
lute than that first alluded to, meconic acid, treated of by my learned colleague, the pro- 
ean be exhibited by means of the permu- fessor of chemistry, in his account of the 
riate of iron without any preparation what- | mode of procuring, and of the chemical pro- 
ever ; whereas | have never succeeded under perties and habitudes of, those proximate 
such circumstances in exhibiting morphine | principles, become available, and will enable 


without the aid of an alkaline addition, as’ 


above stated, which I believe operates by 
suspending the base of the meconate of mor- 
phia, and neutralising the meconic acid, 
thus leaving the morphia free und better 
i to enter into a new combination. 

very beautiful experiment ay be per- 
formed, which shows strikingly the differ- 
ence between the phenomena resulting from 
the action of the chalybeate test liquor. 

If to a dilute solution of opium (for exam- 
ple, to a mixture of ten drops or more of 
tincture opium, with an ounce of distilled 
water) there be added a small quantity of 


uriate of iron, a deep cherry-red co- 
ber te struck. If to the liquor be further 
added a few drops of an alkaline solution 


{as of the aqua , OF ammonie of 
the shops), there is observed immediately 
(if an excess of permuriate of iron be pre- 
sent) a fiocculent bluish-grey precipitate, 
speedily passing into deep blue, sub- 
ding the bottom, and leaving 
the upper part of the liquor deeply tinc- 
tured, and, also, if the experiment be well 
, the bottom and sides with deep 
cherry-red, of the meconate of iron. An im- 
portant source of fallacy attending the use 
of permuriate of iron in a test for the meco- 
nic acid, has been ably explained in a late 
number of Tue Lancet, by Dr. O’Shaugh- 
nessy. The paper is on the toxicological 
relations of sulphocyanic acid. This acid is 
- vam in the — and in the other fluids of 
gullet, in combination with potass, and 
has, in common with meconic acid (and to 
even a greater degree of delicacy), the pro- 
perty of striking a deep-red coloir when 
acted on by the permuriate of iron. To meet 
any objection arising from this source of 
error, it is sufficient to add to the dilute 
solution some alkaline liquor. The effect of 
the addition would be to bleach a sulpho- 
anic solution, but on the contrary to 
the red of a solution of meconate of 


Tn the use of nitric acid as a test for mor- 


cep 


the ing to p himself of irrefraga- 
ble evidence of the presence of — 

Treatment.—The treatment of poisoning 
by opium consists in the fulfilment of two 
principal indications, namely—ist. The im. 
mediate removal of the poisonous substance 
from contact with the living body; and 
2dly. The assiduous employment of every- 
thing capable of counteracting the over- 
powering somnolency, ‘There are minor 
points ; some occasionally, others usually, 
requiring attention, such as constipation, 
a, anorexia, &c., but those, however 
important in the sick-room, demand no more 
particular notice at present. 

The evacuation of the is best 
affected by emetics, when susceptibility is 
not so far diminished as to leave no hope of 
success from moderate doses and in a short 
time. It is important that the removal 
should be effected as quickly as possible, as 
every minute introduces into the constitu- 
tion an additional dose of poison. Time is 
therefore of the greatest importance. I 
have little doubt that in many cases where 
emetics have failed they might, if properly 
aided by the use of means to be mentioned 
under the next head, have been made yield 
their proper effect with little difficulty. 
If, however, from any cause emetics should 
be slow in exciting vomiting, time must not 
be lost, recourse must be had to the stomach- 
pump, and the pumping must be persevered 
in as long as the extracted fluids taste or 
smell of opium. 

The next principal indication is the use of 
means calculated to check somnolency. Of 
these there are a considerable variety ; the 
following are amongst the best :—compelled 
exertion in walking—gestation in the open 
air in an useasy carriage—irritation of the 
skin by gentle whipping, by nettles, &c.— 
application of ammonia to the nostrils and 
epigastrium—cold affusion—cold douche on 
the head or epigastrium. 

To the preceding may be added the in- 
troduction into the stomach of decoctions or 
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other preparations of substances supposed 
to counteract opium, such as coffee, ke. 

Of all these means, I have most confidence 
in compulsory exercise, gestation, cold affu- 
sion, or cold douche. Irritation of the skin or 
air-passages by sniffing ammonia or other 
modes of irritation,—the injection of coffee 
in a very strong infusion,—the inlalation of 
oxygen gas, or of nitrous oxyd,—and other 
means, have each of them more or less 
efficacy and utility; but 1 am convinced, 
that after the removal of the poison, com- 
pelled exercise in fresh air, or in lieu of 
that (and sometimes in preference) gesta- 
tion in a rough vehicle, are the remedies 
principally to be relied on for the preven- 
tion of that sleep, which would, if permit- 
ted to gain the ascendent, surely terminate 
in coma. In aid of either of these may occa- 
sionally be used a cold affusion over the 
head and shoulders only, or cold douche di- 
rected against the occiput or forehead, or 
precordia. Iam well satisfied that a more 
powerful awakener of sensibility, or restorer 
of motive power, and moral energy to per- 
sons oppressed by opium, does not exist, 
than the cold douche in judicious hands. The 


cold douche is particularly well adapted for 
rousing the susceptibility of the stomach, 
and facilitating the expulsion of the poison by 
the natural efforts. When directed in a thin 
rapid stream against a small surface, cold 
water produces in a few seconds, a sensation 


which, for pain, is quite intolerable, which, 
at the same time, is quite transitory and 
harmless, and may be repeated as often as 
circumstances may render it advisable. The 
douche has one important advantage over 
the cold affusion: its power of rousing 
sensibility exceeds its refrigeratory power ; 
no feebleness, therefore, of circulation or 
coldness of surface, need be supposed to 
counter-indicate its use. The use of com- 
pelled exercise, or of gestation sub pleno 
Jove, aided or nut, as may seem necessary, 
by cold affusions or cold douche, must be 
persevered in as long as the propensity to 
| sleepcontinues, with frequent but very short 
intervals of rest,—that is to say, in other 
words, it should be persevered in from six or 
eight, to twelve or more hours, after which 
the patient is to be allowed to rest from his 
fatigue and sleep off what remains of his 
debauch, Ln addition to the remedies above 
mentioned, it may be proper to notice others 
of occasional use; of these, bloodletting is 
one, principally local bloodletting, to relieve 
the determination of blood to the brain, 
that is sometimes so formidable. Shaving 
and blistering the scalp is another remedy 
not without its value ; in like manner cold 
applications, as ice, saline solutions, &c., 
have been sometimes advantageously em- 
ployed. I have known a warm bath tried 


at an advanced stage, when the feet were 


becoming cold, to prove useful. Purgatives 
and enemata can never be dispensed with. 

{ cannot conclude without insisting on the 
danger of employing acid drinks, with the 
hope of their exerting an anti-narcotic in- 
fluence. It is a general law of poisonous 
agents, that they retain their mischievous 
energy undiminished in all their soluble 
combinations. It is further true, in several 
remarkable instances, that a poisonous base 
is less active than its soluble salts. If, 
therefore, morphia form with vinegar citric 
acid &c., salts, more soluble in water than 
meconate of morphia, or than pure morphia, 
it is plain, that while any poison remains ia 
the stomach, the administration of such sol- 
vents must facilitate the introduction of the 
venom into the blood, and thereby act in 
aid of, not in opposition to, the drug Nor 
can it be said that the disadvantage just 
pointed out, may be counterbalanced by 
some anti-narcotic power they may be su 
posed to ss; for it is quite uncertain 
whether they possess any such power, and 
they certainly can have it in no such de- 
gree as to compensate for the indirect mis- 
chief they are likely in many cases to occa- 
sion. 


PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT 
or 


DEAFNESS. 
By Joun Fossroxe, M.D. 


No. VIII. 


Stimulant Gargles.—A German profes- 
sor, Some years ago, recommended stimu- 
lating gargles for catarrbal deafness. 
Med. and Surg. Journal.) ‘These gar- 
gles are useful, by exciting a new action 
at the oral extremity of the Eustachian 
tube. When strong enough to cause a 
great flow of saliva, they sometimes effect 
a very rapid determescence of ehlarged ton- 
sils, The formule used by me are, JR Sp. 
armonacie, i inf. ejusdem, 3v, tinct. 
capsici, 5ij. M; or Sulpb. cupri, gr. vj, 
tr. capsici, $s, aq. rose, 3vss. M. I have 
sometimes used the oxym. hydrarg. in a 
gles. ‘Ihe tr. pyrethri may be added if re- 
quired. Where these gargles are disliked, 
or there is sore throat, | have given these 
lozenges Pulv. capsici, 3ii1, zingib. et 
acacia, 3ii, sacch, alb. 3j, esp. de rose, 
3) m. f. troch., ix. Mustard flour and boil- 
ing water are good to inhale. 

Local bleeding from the meatus externus 


69 

of fal- 
yrange 
erhaps 
rising 
rative 
from 
1. 
of ob- 
ent, I 

opium 
a 

ia, or 
lready 
pro- 
of the 
al pro- 
cimate 
enable 
fraga- 
soning 
of two 
be im. 
stance 

3 and 
every- 

over- 

minor 
sually, 
ywever 
ility is 
ope of 
short 
moval 

ble, as 
nstitu- 
‘ime is 
re. I 
where 
operly 
honed 
yield 

shou 
ust not 
ymach- 
evered 
ste or 
use 
y; the 
ipelled 
e open 

of the 

iis and 
che on 
the in- 
ions or | 


is much and repeatedly used in France. If; of total destruction of muscular strength and 
deafness ever be treated with greater suc-| mental energy, of morbid determination of 
cess than it now is, I infer from all that I| blood to the bead and liver, and of increased 


know of its pathology, that it will be at its susceptibility of all the impressions which 


first comivg on, and chiefly by unloading cause inflammation, all produced by mer- 
the vessels, by derivation, and systematic and curr marks the wretched, indiscriminate, 
complete reduction by dieting. In ple-| and empirical abuse of this powerful agent 
thoric subjects, and when there are symp-|in common practice, when given to those 
toms of irregular circulation in the head, | upon,whom it acts as.a poison destructive of 
with susurrus aud d , it is dl health and life from the first day it is taken, 
to paint out the utility of depletion. The French who come to this country, 

Stimulants to the Ceruminous Glands.—|bave a stronger feeling on this point thaa 
When torpid, the usual remedies are suffi-| any other, from @ notion that English prac- 
cient, as 2 Ol. origani, gtt. ii, sp. tereb.,|titioners give mercury for every-thing. 
3ii, liq. ammon,, get, vi. M, or a mixture of One of the offices assigned to mercury was 
tr. castorei and clarified oxgall. In cases | the conduct of souls to the infernal regions, 


of “ fetid discharge from the ears produced to Tempe and the Elysian fields, and to the 
by a vitiated state of their secretions,” | abodes where was 
Dr. Hugh Smith, of Bristol, formerly re- |“ Luctus ubique, pavor, et plurima mortis imago,” 


commended Bals. Peruv., 5j, fellis 
bovini, 5iii, M. Hujus stilleotur git. ali- 
quot in aurem. These applications are 
useful in imperfect secretion, induratioa, and 
accumulation of wax, but, under any other 
circumstances, no advautage, but sometimes 
irritation bas been caused by them. 
Constitutional Remedies. — Deafuess is 
sometimes unconnected with constitutional 
derangement. Whatsoever improves the 
general health apd invigorates the constitu- 
tion, will generally improve, to a certain 
extent, the disordered conditions of the 
organs of hearing. Given upon this prin- 


ciple, the whole. class of alteratives, and 
some general tonics, have a considerable 


utility. As alteratives, the common pre- 
parations of mercury alone, or in combina- 
tion, sarsapatilla, &c., are generally given. 
Mr. Abernethy is reported to have said, 
that some of his patients who were deaf, 
were frequently surprised at losing their 
leaf after treatment upon his uniform 
and well-known plan. In affections of the 
fine structure of the ear, as in affections of 
other minate textures, the humours and tu- 
nics of the eye for instance, there would be 
analogical presumption, that the mercurial 
alterative would possess a particular infle- 
ence to a certain extent, provided a favour. 
able relation existed between the constitu- 
tion and the remedy. In deafness after 
syphilis, and in deafuess with enlurged ton- 
sils, it may be persevered in, but, upon no 
account, up to mercurialization! It is easy 
enough to give mercury. The prescribing 
of a panacea saves great trouble and think- 
ing. The supposition that every disease 
arises primarily from the stomach and liver, 
and that the powers of mercury are univer- 
sal, is very convenient to old routine prac- 
titioners, But, in every town in England, 
the mumber of constitutions ruined, and 
delicate. persons murdered, of cases of 
general ‘debility, of permanently enfeebled 
powers of stomach, of nervous irritability, 


an office still admirably fulfilled. 

Mr. Green, of St. ‘Thomas's, has pointed 
out the judicious practice of not giving 
mercury in syphilitic sore throat in irritable 
and debilitated constitutions, till such cou- 
stitutions bave been strengthened by tonics, 
as sar illa, &c.; and of then giving it 
cautiously in its mildest forms, as the hy- 
drarg. c. creta. ‘The following pill is a fa- 
vourite ulterative of mine, to which 1 some- 
times add ext. quassia:—Ix Pil. hyd. gr. xx, 
elatin, gr. ss, sodw exs., gr. x, ext. colo- 
eynth, co., gr. xxx. M. Div, in pil., xij, 
Sumt. unam omni avete. With nervous pa- 
tients 1 have used the following formula :— 
K Tinct, galb., Ziss, ext. sarswe, 358, oxym, 
hyd., gr. antam. tart., gr. ij. '‘M, Sumt, 
gtt. lx. ter die. The bichloride of mercurg, 
gt. ii, in coppound tr. of bark, Zij. A tea- 
spoonfyl twice a day is another useful 
formula, observing, in the administration of 
it, all the proper precautions with respect 
to mercury. When mercurial alteratives are 
inadmissable, I have prescribed Richter's 
remedies for amaurosis. —(See Art. Amau- 
rosis, Cooper's Dict.) 

Dr. Manson, of Nottingham, has given 
nine cases of deafness cured, or striking- 
ly relieved, hy iodine. His formula is, 
lodinw, 5) ; sp. rect. iiss; M. gett. xv 
ad xx pro dosi, gradatim augens ad xxxv 
vel xl, It is curious that in those cases, 
where there was confirmed deafness in 
the right. ear, and incipient deafvess in 
the left, the former was in no one instance 
relieved, the latter in every case. 1 have 
used iodine by friction, in several cases, 
to no purpose, and already mentioned a 
case in which | gave it internally to very 
little end. One of my patients took it under 
Dr. Manson with no effect; but it was aa 
old case. 

It remains for me to state candidly the 
results of the treatment of the cases which 
have come under my care. Several most 
weighty obstacles oppose the final cure of 
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deafaess ia a majority of cases, Original! physically and meotall 


is ameliorated. 


disposition, whether inherited or other-| Twelve months afterwards, 1 found that her 
wise ; the want of youth and vigour of con-| recovery remained unshaken. Thus, after 
stitution ; the uncertainty of the proximate | twenty years’ deafness, and after others of 


cause, situation, and extent of the diseased | greater eminence, and perbaps superior un- 
action ;* its existence in parts so confined, | derstandings to my own, had called their 
that those parts, from the very minutevess | powers into action in vain, this recovery 


of their structure, are often deranged 
mauently from the beginning ; the exquisite 
and superior susceptibility of an organ so 
finely constructed in form and senee, com- 

atively with any other organ, rendering 
it more liable to injurious impressions, and 
more tenacious of morbid action ; the fre- 
quent connexion of deafness with other dis- 
eases, especially of the brain, t stomach, 
and bowels; the liability of an organ, once 
weakened, to be affected through the con- 
stitution, by variations of the general health, 
and of the regular and tranquil state of the 
mind; the constant tendency of the con- 
stitution to recede from improvement pro- 
duced by artificial means; and, lastly, the 
great liability of the deaf to catarrh. All 
these causes operate against the chances of 
frequent or lasting success. 

Cases of deafness with discharge, afford 
the most ground for hope. There cannot be 
detailed a more striking case than the one 
which | first treated, and, truly, I euter- 
twned no hope of producing any amend- 
ment in it; she enters upon the Iccal and 
constitutioual treatment which has been de- 
scribed. After three days she hears quicker, 
and her friends, from whom she had con- 
cealed the circumstance of being under 
treatment, are first made sensible of some- 
thing having been done, by the unusual fa- 
cility with which she bears them, and joins 
them in conversation ; but the end was not 
gained in a day: there were intervals of 
falling buck and dark promise, under seve- 
ral circumstances connected with her con- 
stitution, or brought about by the influence 
of external or incidental causes, as the cli- 
mate or the mind. Her spirits were pro- 
portiovately raised or depressed ; but the 
chief impediment which stands so much in 
the way of the deaf, in the most favourable 
eases for treatment, namely, despondency 
and want of perseverance, were not there, 
With perseverance her hearing is very 
much improved, After three months, a 
settled amendment is seen, and she is en- 
abled in the end to enjoy the conversation 
of her friends with euse ; and her health 


* © The accurate discrimination of the different 
Species of deainess,” Dr. Grap r very justly 
temarks, “ is often subject to many difficulties, as it 
Sometimes happens that two or three causes may 
¢xist at one and the same time, or ope supervene 
to the other, and thus render the state of the disease 
of diseased bra 
+ Thete are two ise 
in the museam of the Edinburgh University, de- 
scribed in Mr. Mavkenzie’s catalogue, in w 
deafness was a symptom. 


er- | was attained, speaking comparatively, in a 


short space. Muny witnessed the progress 
of this case, and others satisfied themselves 
of the result of it by purposed conversa- 
tions with her. At first 1 was disposed to 
think myself beguiled by the enthusiasm 
with which a mind, sanguine in the scientific 
exercise of medicine, is liable to be beguiled 
by the first indications of success; but the 
probationary period elapsed, which was ne- 
cessary to give a steady and sound stam 
to the cure. Whilst no consideration sh 
induce to raise faise hopes ou the one hand, 
none shall prompt me to withtold details, 
showing to the profession that there are 
cases in which their energies may not be 
exerted in vain, and to the patients in which 
there is encouragement, to lay aside the 
vice of despondency. 

To that case 1 owed the series of cases 
which followed, and I wish 1 could say that 
I succeeded equally well in all. They were 
chiefly those more forlorn cases, which hav- 
ing run through the hands of others, present 
themselves in every new quarter, which 
opens a chance of accomplishment to the 
anxiods hope which the unfortunate are so 
apt to feel, I shall give such of these cases 
as are most important, with the results ag 
they really stand; I wish they had better 
rewarded the time and thought bestowed 
upon them. In cases of deafness without 
discharge, I have effected temporary im- 
provement after many of them had been 
treated by the most noted in London of that 
superfluous, and neither useful nor orna- 
mental class, called “ aurists.” One pa- 
tient bears the clattering of his horse’s shoes, 
of which he had been before insensible ; 
another hears the click of his watch with 
distinctness; an extremely deaf patient, 
who could not hear a corn-mil) close to her 
house, is surprised at discovering the sound ; 
those who had been accustomed to speak to 
a deaf man with a voice very much raised, 
find themselves understood at a lower pitch. 
The degrees of improvement, indeed, were 
various, and the signs of it were generally 
seen before many days had elapsed alter the 
treatment! In several cases, in which there 
were youth aad general good health, this 
improvement was considerable, but of com- 
plete restoration of the sense I have never 
seen an instance, and, after having watched 
the cases which I had so relieved for tour 


hich recede ! 


in | years, | have found the greater part of them 


This class of cases, that is of 
deafness without discharge, we the most 
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numerous, and I apprehend, from all that I 
have ever seen done by others and myself, 
will never be destined, in many instances, 
to receive permanerit and complete benefit 
from any mode of treatment with which we 
are at present acquainted. I assert all this 
in contradiction of any publications, and of 
any pretended cures promulgated in them, 
which are nothing but falsehoods, for I have 
bad the failures of the authors proved from 
the lips of their own patients. “ An aurist,” 
says Professor Macartney, “ should always 
be an itinerant, and never move in a circle, 
for whenever he returns to a place where 
he bas once been, he finds the cases, which 
he had trumpetted about as cures, as bad 
as ever.”—(Notes of Pathol. Lect. taken 
1829.) M. Itard of Paris, who is the first 
authority upon the subject, when he was so 


courteous a3 to convey to me the ultimate 
results of his experience, spoke of three 
forms of deafness with discharges from the 
external ear; of a second kind without dis- 
charges, of which he distinguished a par- | 
ticular variety by the term ‘‘ nervous ;” and 
a third species, which he called ‘* mucous, 
or catarrhal deafness.” He refuses all long. | 
standing cases with discharges as incurable.* 
In cases without discharge, be states that 
he has succeeded in the proportion of one- 
fourth, but he admitted that relapses have 
almost always taken place. He refuses to 
undertake the cases of persons who have 
feeble lungs, which are by no means unfre- 

uently conjoined with impaired hearing. 

n catarrbal and mucous deafness, he expe- 
riences, as one would reasonably suppose, 
complete and expeditious success. Imme- 
diately previous to this statement, he had 
cured a female in two days. According to 
circumstances, be varies his treatment in 
many different ways. Such was the state- 
ment of a gentleman who can be depended 
upon ; who, having been educated as a phy- 
sician and surgeont upon the broad and 
liberal basis of the French system, which is 
or the most perfect in Europe, was 
elevated in mind by that education above 
the meanness and artifices of quackish igno- 
rance ; and who, being appointed to a great 
institution and paid by the government, 
could have no mercenary inducement to pro- 
pagate pretended cures. 


* This is strictly honourable conduct, Mr. Maule 
of Piccadilly appears to have observed the same 
upright conduct, bet I have seen cases of deafness | 
and many chronic go to men to be | 
treated to no end, except to the pecuni t of 
the prescriber,— patients ‘* who had already 
many things of many physicians, and had nothing 
bettered, but rather grown worse,” whom any con- 
scientious man would have told that they were with- 
out help or hope. 

+ In France the education of the physician and 
surgeon is the same, the division of the two in edu- 
cation and & gross ab- 
surdity 


DETECTION OF 
I do not wish to be milsupderstood, os 


conceiving deafness to be, under all cir- 
cumstances, incurable. But every case of 
deafness which one sees, tends to prove the 
necessity of patients applying at an early 
period of its coming on, as soon indeed 
as they experience the premonitory symp- 
toms of difficulty of hearing, for aiter it 
becomes confirmed nothing can move it, 
Dr. Manson’s cases prove this opinion. He 
found he could cure, or relieve, incipient 
deafness in the one ear, but he made no 
impression on confirmed deafness in the 
other, 

It was a belief of ancient philosophers, 
that no disease was without its remedy, 
Perhaps novel and ingenious methods, va- 
riations of hackneyed plans, and combina- 
tions of greater power, may suggest them- 
selves to scientific ardour and diligence, 
wherewith to fulfil the hope of a useful and 
imperishable fame and of reward for toil; 
but let not the public, in this expectation, 
look to the wrong quarter—to the vain boast- 
ings and audacious fabrications of regular 
flat-catchers, and advertising and wandering 
vagabonds, flying about the country like 
birds of prey. 

In a subsequent paper, I shall give a few 
illustrative cases,—those which have stood 
longest. The whole, with this exception, 
is now before the readers of ‘I'ng Lancer, 
who, after ¢éomparing what I have executed 
with what I had in view, as expressed in 
Tue Lancet, January 15, 1831, can best 
determine how far 1 have accomplished my 
design. 


ON THE 
DETECTION OF POISONS 
AT LONG OR SHORT INTERVALS AFTER DEATH. 


We extract the following paper from a 
tecently-published work of M. Orfila,* 
whose labours in the field of forensic medi- 
cine are sufficiently known to obtain the 
careful attention of our readers to the man- 
ner in which he has treated the subject be- 
fore him ; though, as to the benefit which 
British forensic medicine can possibly de- 
rive from M, Orfila’s treatise, we apprehend 
it will be trifling indeed, so long as our 
medical jurisprudence remains unpurified 
by that complete reform which must neces- 
sarily affect points of much greater import- 
ance than even the subject of juridical exhu- 


Paris. 


* Traité des Exbumations Juridi 
1831. 
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mations, interesting as it is. The English 
newspapers are daily affording evidence that 
medical jurisprudence can be of little utility 
to the public, while the judicial offices which 
ought to be held by medical men are occu- 
pied by ignorant attorneys. 

Tn most cases of poisoning (says M.Orfila), 
the post-mortem examination takes place 
before the interment of the body ; sometimes, 
however, it is necessary to perform it at 
an earlier or later period after inhumation, 
and the question now is, whether, after 
an interval of weeks, munths, and even 
years, it would be possible to discover the 
presence of poison in the stomach and in- 
testinal canal. An extensive experience, 
and numerous experiments in this respect, 
enable me to assert, that after several 
months, and even years, the poison leaves 
traces in the stomach and intestinal canal, 
or in the matter which remains after the 
complete destruction of these viscera by 
putrefaction; or, in other words, the *poi- 
sonous substance in the intestinal canal is 
not decomposed during putrefaction to such 
a degree, as to be undiscoverable even after 
these long periods. 


In order to determine this point, the fol- 
lowing experiments were made :—1. Solu- 
tions of various mineral and vegetable poi- 
sons in water were mixed with auimal mat- 
ter, and exposed to the air, placed in wide- 


mouthed vessels, taking care that water were 
added as soon as that of the solution had 
evaporated. %. The same substances being 
mixed with albumen, flesh, gelatine, &c., 
were put in stomachs, or portions of the 
intestinal canal, and then placed in well- 
closed boxes of fir-wood, and buried at the 
depth of two feet anda half. The analysis 
of the mixtures was then made at different 
periods afterwards. 

It bas been objected to this mode of ex- 
perimenting, that it would have been better 
to have poisoned dogs, and after they had 
remained buried some time to have disin- 
terred and examined them ; but as it cannot 
be supposed that, provided there is any poi- 
son in the stomach after death, it would act 
on its parietes or those of the intestinal canal, 
whilst in an isolated state, differently from 
what its action would be on the same organs 
in their natural position, this objection will 
necessarily fall to the ground. It will, be- 
sides, be shown at the end of this treatise, 
that the same means by which the preseuce 
of poison was pointed out in the above ex- 
periments, were successfully employed in 
cases of poisoning long after death. More- 
over, experiments with dogs will always be 
uncertain, because sometimes all trace of 
poison in the stomach and intestines disap- 
pears even before death; in which case 
it would of course have been impossible 


to discover the presence of poison at an 
period, while the question to be rtee. | 
is, whether in those cases where the inspec- 
tion of the body soon after death would 
have led to the discovery of poison, the same 
discovery would be attainable after a much 
longer period. Of two dogs which, after 
having been killed by the same poison, were 
exbumated four months after interment, the 
one did not exhibit the least trace of poison 
in the intestinal canal, while in that of the 
other, in whom the poison had caused less 
vomiting aud purging, its presence was very 
evident. 

With respect to metallic poisons, our re- 
searches can, of course, be directed to the 
metallic bases ouly, as the salts and oxides 
will in most cases have undergone such 
alterations as to render it impossible to say 
which salt or oxyde had been the poison in- 
troduced. This remark refers particularly 
to mercury, which in one form might have 
been given as a medicine, and in another as 
a poison, and the discovery of which in the 
stomach would not justify us in considering 
the case as one of poison, unless such a sus- 
picion were supported by other facts. But 
it is evident that there is the same uncer- 
tainty if the post-mortem examination takes 
place only a few hours or days after death. 

We shall now give the results of M. Or- 
fila’s experiments. The poisons employed 
were, nitric and sulphuric acid, arsenic, the 
oxymuriate of mercury, tartarised antimony, 
the acetate of lead, muriate of tin, sulphate 
of copper, nitrate of silver, muriate of gold, 
acetate of morphine, muriate of brucine, 
acetate of strychnine, opium, and cautha- 
rides. 

When strong sulphuric or nitric acid was 
used, the mixture was for months, and even 
years, found to contain the acid ina free 
state, both after having been exposed to the 
air, and when dug up from the earth ; if di- 
luted acids were employed, they were, after 
some time, found to have become saturat- 
ed by ammonia, and though their presence 
could be easily traced, the analysis could not, 
according to M, Orfila’s opinion, lead to any 
decisive evidence of poison, since either 
acid, particularly nitric, might have been 
produced in consequence of putrefaction. 

The presence of arsenic was traced, after 
several years, by the usual tests. Some- 
times, however, no satisfactory result could 
be obtained, except by evaporating the fluid 
and digesting the residuum with boiling 
water, from which sulphuretted arsenic was 
readily precipitated by hydrosulphuric acid, 
with one or two drops of muriatic acid. 
When solid arsenic had been employed, 
several small grains of it were sometimes 
found to be embedded in the animal sub- 
stance, even after a considerable time. Dur- 
ing the further progress of putrefaction, 
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however, the arseniate of ammonia had 
formed, which, in consequence -of its ex- 
treme solubility, fillered through the wood 
of the box, so that exhumation could not, 
in such a case, lead to any result. Large 
quantities of arsenic acid were found to pro- 
tect the animal tissue against putrefaction ; 
small quantities did not seem to have auy 
such effect, 

The orymuriate of was, within 
a few days, found to be so entirely decom- 
age that the presence of mercury could 


traced only by adding a few drops of | 


muriatic acid, and then placing a rod of 
geld, covered with a spiral tin-leaf, into the 
mixture. The gold always became covered 
with quicksilver, even if several years had 
elapsed after mixing the oxymuriate with 
apimal matter. 

Tartarised antimony was found to be de- 
composed withiu a few days, the acid being 
destruyed, and the oxide of antimony pre- 
cipitated ; the presence of antimony could 
be traced by the usual tests after several 
months, 

The muriate of tin and acetate of lead 
were very soon decomposed, and could not 
alter some time be discovered in the mix- 
ture, except by distillation and calcination 
of the residuum. 

Sulphate of copper was found undecom- 
posed after several months, provided a large 
quantity bad been used ; the best method 
of detecting s:nall quantities of it consisted 
in calcinativg the residuum after dry distilla- 
tion, or in digesting it with diluted nitric 
acid. 

Acetate of copper.—On the 28th of No- 


sary not to limit the chemical analysis to the 
liquid, but to extend it also to the solid sub- 
stances, as part of the morphine will always 
be in a precipitated state, provided no ex- 
cess of ammonia have been produced ia the 
course of putrefaction, by which it will be 
redissolved. 3d. That the best method of 
detecting morphine, if combined with the 
solid part of the mixtere, consists in re- 
peated digestion with alcohol, and subse- 
quent evaporation of the alcoholic solutions ; 
the residue is treated with distilled water, 
containing a small quantity of acetic acid, 
purified by animal charcoal, and the solution 
evaporated. 4th, That the change of colour 
of the residue thus obtained, to bright red by 
nitric acid, and to blue by the muriute of 
iron, renders the presence of morphine ex- 
tremely probable, but by no means certain, 
unless at the same time crystallized mor- 
pline is obtained from the solution,—inso- 
luble in water and ether, soluble in alcohol 
and nitric acid, fusible at a gent e heat, and 
rendered of a bright-red colour by uitric 
acid, and blue by the muriate of iron. 

Muriate of brucine could also be traced 
in the animal mixture after a considerable 
time. The substance to be analysed having 
been treated in the same manupr as mor- 
pluine, the residue from the evaporation was 
found to be yellow, and was changed to a 
beautiful red colour by nitric acid, and to 
violet by the muriate of tin; but unless at 
the same time crystals are obtained with all 
the properties of brucine, we are not justi- 
fied »m regarding the presence of this poison 
as clearly proved. 

The same restriction applies to the exami- 


vember, 1826, a human stomach containing 
twelve grains of verdigris, some slices of 
meat, albumen, and soup, was put in a box! 
of fir-wood, and buried in the earth at the’ 
depth of two feet and ahalf, After exhu- 

mation on the 7th of August, 1827, the | 
contents of the stomach were found of a! 
greenish colour ; on part of them and of the | 
stomach being boiled in water, the filter- 
ed liquid did not exhibit any traces of cop- 
per, but by digesting a small quantity of the 
greenish matter with diluted muriated acid, 
a bluish-green was obtained, from which 
the prussiate of iron formed a brown, hydro- 
sulphuric acid a black, and potash and soda 
a blue, precipitate ; ammonia gave the solu- 
tion a vivid blue colour. 

Nitrate of silver and muriate of gold 
were very soon decomposed, and the only 
method of detecting them after some time 
consisted in dry distillation and caicination 
of the residuum. . 

Acetate of morphine-—It appears from 
M. Orfila’s experiments, 1st. That it is pos- 
sible to discover the presence of this sub- 
stance several months after the death of the 
poisoned individual. 2d, That it is neces- 


nation of substances p i to 
strychnine. Ou the 11th of May, 1827, six 
grains of the acetate of strychnine were 
dissolved in a pint and a half of water, and 
after having been mixed with auimal sub- 
stances, exposed to the air. On the 8th of 
August, the liquid of the mixture was filtered 
and evaporated ; the residue was dissolved 
in alcohol, and discolorised by animal char- 
coal; the solution being again evaporated, 
left a yellow residue, which was extremely 
bitter, and became red by the addition of 
nitric acid, 

Smail quantities of A. ic acid were 
found by M. Lassaigne to have left no traces 
on the third day after death. 

Opium.—On the 16th of May, 1827, the 
solution of a drachm of opium in a pint avd 
a half of water was mixed with animal mat- 
ter, and kept exposed to the air. On the 
6th of August the mixture was filtered, and 
the liquid treated with maguesia, animul 
charcoal, and alcohol, and evaporated ; the 
residue was of a yellowish-white colour and 
bitter taste, and became of a bright-red 


colour by the addition of nitric acid and 
muriate of iron, The same result was ob- 
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tained from the analysis ofa similar mix-!arsenic. The cecum, colon, and other ab- 
ture, after it had for nine months remained dominal viscera, seemed to be in a natural 
in the earth. These experiments seem to, state; the heart and large vessels were 
show that opium is not decomposed during | quite empty, and their internal lining was 
its contact with putrescent animal sub- | covered with pink spots, 
stance; but in this case as well asin thatof| Onthe 30th of June, 1829, M. Orfila was 
morphine and strychnine, it will not be jus- requested to examine the bodies of Fortier 
tifiable to regard the result as evidence of | and his daughter, the former nine, and the 
age unless the presence of morphine latter three months, after interment. In 
e determined by the above method. both death was strongly suspected to have 


ides hs | been caused by poison. 
The powder of Cantharides, after ten months The body of the daaghter, who at ber 


death was 40 years of age, wasin a state of 
complete putrefaction, except the abdominal 


inhumation, could be readily distinguished | 
by its colour and lustre ; and on heating the | 


mixture with boiling water, a precipitate 
formed, which exhibited all the properties 
of this substance. 


We give, in conclusion, some cases in 


| viscera, which were scarcely affected by it. 


The mucous membrane of the intestinal 


jcanal, from the wsophagus to the rectam, 


was covered with bright-red spots, apparent- 


which M. Ortila being requested to make ly the effect of acute inflammation. The 
an examination, was, by the above methods, esophagus coutained about two spoonsful 
evabled to come to a positive conclusion. | of a dark fluid similar to venous blood, and 

On the Sist of August, 1825, the body of | a considerable quantity of a lemon-coloured 
Celest. Veillet was exhumated fifteen days | substance, which on examination was found 
after interment, in consequence of a strong | to be the yellow sulphuret of arsenic. The 
suspicion having arisen of his having been | same substance was found in the liquid con- 
poisoned. The body was in a state of com- | tained in the stomach, and in the yellowish 
plete putrefaction ; the examination of the | matter which lined the mucous membrane 
viscera did not exhibit any-thing of inte-| of the intestinal canol, and it could even 


rest, except that the mucous membrane of 
the root of the tongue, pharynx, upper part 
of the larynx and cesophagus, was of dark-red 
colour, and covered with a great number of 
phiyectene. The stomach and intestines 
were distended with gas, the external sur- 
face of the stomach was dark-coloured at 
the posterior, and grey at the lower part, 
and at its splenic extremity exhibited a 
yellow spot of wbout three inches in diame- 
ter, Ihe analysis of the contents of the 
stomach incontestably proved the presence 
of a large quantity of arsenious acid, and 
materially coutributed to the conviction of 
the criminals. 

On the ist of August, 1823, the body of 
F. was exhumated, after having been buried 


| be traced into some of the capillary ves- 
sels. The mucous lining of the small intes- 
tines and the cecum were evidently in- 
flamed, and in some parts ulcerated. From 
these data it was inferred that Fortier had 
died in consequence of acute gastritis and 
enteritis, caused by the administration of a 
large quantity of the sulphuret of arsenic. 
lu the body of the father, who was sixty 
years of age, putrefaction was of course 
much more advanced, but in his case also 
the abdominal viscera were in a state of 
|remarkable integrity ; in the whole length 
of the intestinal canal, but particularly at 
| the upper portion, the internal surface exhi- 
| bited numerous red spots, which appeared 


,to be caused by inflammation ; and in the 


upwards ofa month, in order to determiue | stomach and intestines several ounces of a 
whether the man had been poisoned, as was | thick yellowish fluid were found, which on 


strongly suspected, The body was in a 
state of complete putrefaction, except the 
abdominal viscera, which were almost fresh. 
On examination, the interior of the mouth 
and pharynx were black, the stomach was 
much distended, and its mucous lining 
covered with yellowish matter. At the ex- 
ternal and iaternal surface of the splenic 
extremity there was a large bright-yellow 
spot; the cardia and pylorus (which were 
covered with ecchymoses) exhibited dis- 
tinct traces of inflammation; the mucous 
membrane of the intestinal canal was also 
covered with yellow matter, that gradu- 
ally diminished towards the end of the 
ileum, where a few whitish grains of great 
hardness were found, which, on examina- 
tion, proved to consist of the oxyde of 


being carefully analysed proved to contain 
a considerable quantity of sulphuretted 
arsenic. 

The result of these two examinations was 
considered so very decisive that the counsel 
for the defence did not even endeavour to 
oppose its being admitted as evidence ; 
owing to which in particular (there being 
we should suppose other confirming circum- 
stances) the jury felt bound to pronounce, 
unanimously, a verdict of guilty against the 
accused. 
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MOUNTAINS OF MUKIATE OF AMMONIA 
IN CHINA. 


Iw a learned paper on the volcanoes of 
Central Asia, published in the last Number 
of the Annales de Chimie, we find the fol- 
lowing extract from the works of a Chinese 
historian of the last century :—** The moun- 
tain of Pe-chan” (literally white mountain, 
or Mont Blanc), ‘‘ which incessantly dis- 
charges fire and smoke, is situated accord- 
ing to the astronomical observations of the 
missionaries in the country of the Eleuths, 
15 leagues north of the town of Khouei- 
tcheou, in 41° 37’ latitude, and 80° 35/ 
long. E. From this mountain is brought the 
sal-ammoniac of commerce. On one of the 
declivities of this burning bill, the rocks fuse 
and flow for a considerable distance. The 
melted mass hardens as it cools, and the in- 
habitants use the salt which effloresces on 
the surface of the lava as a remedy in various 
diseases.” 

M. Klaproth observes, that this mountain 
is at present named Khala, and that, accord- 
ing to the description of the Bucharians, 
who bring the sal ammoniac to Siberia, the 
mountain to the south of Korgos so abounds 
in this salt, that the natives often employ 
it as the payment of their tribute to the em- 
peror of Eiina. In anew ‘* Description of 
Central Asia,” published at Pekin in 1777, 
the following passage occurs on the subject: 
** The province of Kou-tché produces cop- 


per, saltpetre, i 


Iphur, and sal 3 
which last article is brought from a moun- 
tain to the north of Kou-tché. This moun- 
tain is full of crevices and clefts, which in 
spring, summer, and autumn, are filled with 
fire, so that during the night the mountain 
appears as if illuminated by thousands of 
lamps. No one can approach it during these 
seasons, but when winter arrives, and the 
melting of the snow has deadened the fire, 
then the natives labour naked at the collec- 
tion of the sal ammoniac, which exists in 
these caverns in the form of stalactites, aud 
is exceedingly difficult to be detached.” 
The grand imperial geography of China 
also describes another mountain of this salt, 
on the eastern frontiers of the principality 
of Khotea in the midst of the sandy desert. 
A third occurs between Samarcand and Fer- 
ghana, and is thus described by the Chinese 
geographer Ibn Haukal:—‘‘ In Mount 
Botom there is a kind of cavern, over which 
has been constructed an edifice, like a house 
with the doors and windows shut. Beneath 
this building issues from the cave a vapour 
resembling smoke during the day, and glow- 
ing like fire in the darkness of the night. 
When this vapour condenses, it forms sal 
ammoniw (nouchadie). Within the vault 
the heat is so intense, that no one dares to 


in water; thus preserved, the collectors en- 
ter rapidly and remove as much of the salt as 
they can lay hold ofatonce, These vapours 
occasionally shift from place to place ; to 
regain them, pits are dug till they reappear, 
= frequently the search is entirely ineffec- 
tual. 


INJECTION OF TARTAR EMETIC INTO THE 
VEINS OF A HORSE. 


M. Dupuy, director of the veterinary 
school of Toulouse, has undertaken a series 
of experiments on the injection of different 
medicinal substances into the venous circu- 
lation. In one operation, 18 grs. of tartar 
emetic were injected into a vein in a vigor- 
ous horse. A few moments after, consider- 
able agitation ensued, accompanied with 
convulsive tremors of the head and limbs, 
purging soon followed, and urine was co- 
piously secreted. In six hours general 
sweating took place, which appeared to be 
the termination of the effects of the medi- 
cine; next day the animal’s strength was 
increased, his appetite improved, and the 
condition of his coat altogether denoted bet- 
ter health. 


INJECTION OF aLconoL, &c. 


A demiletre of alcohol was injected 
into the jugular vein of another horse, and 
produced the following effects :—The ani- 
mal tottered, his head quickly fell, and he 
presented all the appearances of intoxica- 
tion, which continued about an hour, Dur- 
ing this time, the circulation and respiration 
were very frequent; the expired air smelt 
strongly of alcohol; the conjunctiva and 

brane of the nose and mouth 
were injected, and of a red colour; the skin 
was very hot, and the several secretions in- 
creased. All the muscular movements were 
feeble and uncertain, the limbs beut beneath 
the weight of the body, and the animal 
seemed entirely devoid of strength. 

A third horse was subjected in the same 
way to the influence of carbonate of ammo- 
nia, in the dose of eighteen grains ; only a 
slight stimulant effect seemed to be pro- 
duced. 

The most remarkable of the experiments 
was performed on a fourth horse, already 
intoxicated by alcohol; five grains of car- 
bonate of ammonia, dissolved in a glass of 
water, were injected into the jugular vein, 
and the effects of the alcohol immediately 
ceased,— Jour. de Chimie Medicale Fevrier. 
POISONING BY OPIUM THROUGH THE MEA- 

TUS AUDITORIUS EXTERNUS. 


Dr. Tournon relates the following sin- 
gular case:—A young man belonging to 


Bourdeaux, after excessive drinking, was 
with violent inflammation of the 
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internal ear. To mitigate the dreadful pain 
he suffered from this affection, his father 
introduced four grains of opium into the 
auditory canal, and stopped it up with cot- 
ton. patient fell asleep, ‘* but his 
sleep,” exclaims the narrator, “‘ was that of 


The same physician cites an example of 
a similar fatal accident, resulting from the 


application of two opium plasters to the 
i for the cure of severe headach.— 


*,* In a note to this statement, M. 
Julia Fontanelle remarks, that he had seen 
similar applications to the temples made 
hundreds of times, without any dangerous 
accident, We entirely agree with M. J. F. 
as to the safety of the application in suitable 
cases ; but in M. Tournon’s examples, it is 
highly probable that the fatal disease was 
not the narcotism of opium, but apoplexy, 
of which the otitis and h were merely 
symptomatic indications. 


SEDATIVE EFFECTS OF THE SYRUP OF ASPA- 
RAGUS, PREPARED RY M. JOHNSON, PHAR- 
MACIEN AT PARIS. 

We deem it our duty to call the attention 
of practitioners to the syrup of asparagus 
points, prepared by M. Johnson. ‘The pro- 
he possesses of allaying palpitations 
of heart, and at the same time increas- 
ing the urinary secretion, seems now tu be 
most satisfactorily ascertained. The cases, 
moreover, in which it has been successfully 
employed, have now become exceedingly 
numerous. We propose to make known, 
from time to time the clinical observations 
on its efficacy, collected by Drs. Fouquier, 
Marjolin, Boucher, Barthelmy, and others, 
who are at present occupied with experi- 
ments on its effects. ‘The following cases 
have been communicated to us by Dr. 
Gourdin :— 

Madame ——, etat. 26, remarked that, 
some time after her first confinement, she 
experienced palpitations of the heart, the 
cause of which she could not assign; they 
continued till she became in pregnant, 
and were renewed with increased violence 
after her second parturition ; she was then 
bled, and various preparations of hyosciamus 
and digitalis were presented, but withoutef- 
fect,on the contrary the palpitations increased 
in severity. When Dr. Gourdin saw the lady, 
his opinion, and that of the other medical 
attendants, was unfavourable to the issue 
of the case. After multitudes of remedies 
were tried in vain, he commenced the ad- 
ministration of the asparagus syrup, a dessert 
spoonful morning and evening. Improve- 
ment was soon manifest, and the dose was 
gradually increased to six spoonsful daily. 
This treatment was adopted for a month 


with so much benefit, that the patient has 
now passed six months without any dis- 
turbance of the circulating system, except 
during menstruation, which is disposed to 
be difficult and painful, and which appears 
to be rendered more easy by small doses of 
the new medicine. 

M.D. 2tat. 32, was obliged to 
abandon bis situation and confine himself to 
his house, in consequence of vehement pal- 
pitations and dyspnea, almost amounting to 
suffocation. At Dr. Gourdin’s first visit he 
bled the patient largely, and afterwards pre- 
scribed the asparagus syrup. ‘his treatment 
had the best effect ; the palpitations speedily 
abated, and even the asthmatic paroxysms 
were diminished in frequency and violence. 
M.D. can now go out and attend to 
his affairs. 

Being called to Madame ——, aged 30, 
married nine years, but without children, 
Dr. Gourdin learned that she bad for seve-~ 
ral years been treated for aneurism of the 
heart, or its great vessels. The pulsations 
of the heart were very strong and irregular, 
aud she was distressed with painful cough. 
Every measure which medical skill could 
devise had already been prescribed and 
scrupulously obeyed for eighteen months, 
without Dr. Gourdin then ordered 
the asparagus syrup, three spoonsful per day. 
The second day the palpitations were already 
diminished. The medicine was persisted 
in, and the patient soon recovered her 
plumpness complexion.— Lane, Franc. 


ON THE NECESSITY OF INVESTIGATING THE 
EFFECTS OF MOULDY BREAD ON THE ANI- 
MAL ECONOMY. BY As CHEVALLIER, 


Two years since, a specimen of bread, 
which had caused some suspicious acci- 
dents, was sent to M. Baruel for examina- 
tion. The bread was mouldy, but contained 
no acknowledged poisonous ingredient. 

Tn 1826, M. Westerhoff relates the two 
following cases:—He was called to two 
children of a tradesman, in whom symptoms 
of poisoning had simultaneously occurred. 
The elder of the children was ten, the 
younger eight years old, and the former 
was the most severely affected. His face 
was red and swelled, his looks wild and 
haggard, tongue dry, pulse weak and acce- 
lerated. He complained of violent colic, 
headach, and insatiable thirst. Now and 
then he seemed inclined to sleep, and occa- 
sionally to vomit. At last sudden vomiting 
occurred, followed by an abundant alvine 
evacuation ; he then became indifferent to 
external objects, and dosed interruptedly. 
With the assistance of a little medicine he 
eventually recovered. The brother’s case 
was similar, but milder in degree, 
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78 ‘AL PHENOMENA.—PARALYSIs. 
' On inquiry, Mr, Westerhoff found that) to the inhabitants is from seven to eight 
the childrén had eaten nothing since the | francs a jet.—Silliman’s Journal, tom. xvii. 


evening previous, when they each a “4 
S| ©" SHOWERS OF EARTH AT SIENNA. 
some kind of bread, and were affected in| On the 16th of May, 1850, at seven p.»., 
isely the same manner. M. Westerhoff rain fell at Sienna and in the neighbouring 
ae concluded that the poisonous nature | country, which stained red every substance 
of the bread resulted from the presence of it touched. At midnight the earthy showers 
the mould—mucor mucedo, and he proposed again took place. The weather had been 
the matter as a subject for further investi- | celm for two days before, but the atmo- 
gation. —Jbid. | sphere was overcast by dense reddish clouds, 
‘Lhe coloured earthy matter collected from 
COMPARATIVE PROPORTION OF APOTHECA- | 


the leaves — a great number of plants iu the 
botanic garden was to chemical 
THE | by M. Guili, professor of natural 
| history, and found to contain—1, Organic 
Apothecaries, considered as officers of vegetable matter; 2. Carbonate of iron; 
health, are divided in Prussia into a first) 3, Manganese; 4. Carbonate of Lime; 
and second class. ‘The number of the latier is | 5, Alumina; and 6. Silica, These details 
double that of the first, and form with them | are communicated in a letter from M. Guili 
nearly the same ratio as those in France (9 the editors of the Annales de Chimie. 
who have been passed by the medical, 
juries bear to. the practitioners from the 
schools of pharmacy. ‘he following is the 
gross amount of the population and medical AXOEAINENTS- 
practitioners in Prussia, according to the! M. Couverchel bas lately made a deep- 
official returns of 1827, publisled in the ly interesting communication on this subject 
Kritischen Repertor v. Casper: population | to the Institute of Paris, He considers that 
12,552,208. Apothecaries of first class, 567 ; | the sweetening of ripe fruit is necomplished 
of the second ditto, 799. According to this ' by the reacuoa of ecids on gelatine, favour- 
table, it appears that ia the kingdom of/ed by heot. In proof of this doctrine he 
Prussia there is one practitioner to 10,772 took four ounces of vegetable jelly, perfectly 
persons. At Berlin, the ratio is 1 to! pure, and deprived of sugar and malic acid 
7707. In Paris, according to the researches | by boiling in alcohol. He dissolved this in 
of M. Payen and Defresnes, published in| water acidulated with oxalic acid, and after 
1830, there were- 264 apothecarivs to a’ ebullition a considerable quantity was found 
ulation of 800,000 persons, which, de- | to have been formed, By a great number 
ducting one hundred thousand provided for | of additional experiments he has found that 
by the hospital, gives a proportion of 1 to/ all the vegetable acids produce the same 
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2,652 persons, 

According to further calculations by these 
gentlemen, it appears that a population of 
four thousand p is absol neces- 

for the support of one shop; it hence 
follows that in Paris there is an excess of 
One-third in the due proportion of apothe- 
caries to the general population.—A/. Julie 
Fontanelle in the Jour. de Chimie Medicale 


NATURAL GAS WORKS, 


The village of Fredonia, in the eastern 
part of the state of New York, forty miles 
from Buffaloe, and within two miles of Lake 
Erie, possesses a natural gasometer, in which 
is collected the gas issuing from an aperture 
an inch and a balf in diameter. which the 
inhabitants have bored through a rock of 
calcareous stinkstone (a compound of sul- 
phur and the carbonate of lime). The idea 
of this experiment was suggested by the 
incessant disengagement of bubbles of in- 
flammable gas on the surface of an adjoining 
rivulet. The poeee now raises one hun- 
dred jets, and the annual price of lighting 


effect on fecula and gelatine, and that the 
action is powerful in proportion to the 
Strength of the acid. The resulting sugar 
read :ly undergoes the vinous fermeutation.— 
dbid. 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY, 
March 11th, 1831. 
Dr. Burne, President. 


PARALYSIS. 


Mr. Ronants read a case in which para- 
Ivsis of the lower extremities had come on, 
in a young lady past the age of 20, two 
months subsequent to an attack of small- 
pox, where vaccination bad been performed 
in childhood, A great variety of treatment, 
embracing almost all the usual remedies, 
had been tried with only partial and occa- 
sional success, and in despair of removing 
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any means within his reach {smoniated tincture of iron, and a continuance 


the disease 
the paralysis having existed for nearly two 
years, he now submitted the case to the 
Society. Incontinence of urine was a 
minent symptom, and the disease had gone 
to such an extent, as to almost wholly inca- 
pacitate the patient from moving across the 
room even with assistance. ‘The tincture of 
lytta had been successfully used to dver- 
come the iucontinence of urine. Inability 
to retain the feces, which had also been 
experienced, had yielded to purgatives. It 
was admitted, that this case was only one of 
many bundreds which were met with in 
practice ; and the points that now excited 
attention were,—the frequent occurrence of 
paralysis of the lower extremities, without 
affording the means for estimating the cause 
or the seat of the disease,—the occurrence 
of disease in the spine without pain or pres- 
sure ; and the question as to the most plau- 
sible course of treatment in tedious cases. 

Dr. Wurtive said, that his experience 
went to prove, that cases of this kind were 
the effect of disease in the medulla spinalis. 
In one patient, where both the cause and 
the immediate seat of the disease were 
wholly uncertain, he found, on dissection, 
that the medulla spinalis had throughout 
become a perfect pulp. He had now a pa- 
tient who enjoyed the most perfect health 
as regarded eating, sleeping, &c., but who 
had no muscular power, or sensation from 
touch,.in the lower extremities, further 
than any person would experience whose 
limbs were thickly wrapped in wool. ‘The 
Doctor mentioned a case in which evidence 
of approaching paralysis was afforded by a 
slight numbness of the feet, where the ex- 
ercise of running down a bil! with intent to 
shake off the numbness, seriously aggravated 
and confirmed the disease. 

Mr. Cattaway acknowledged that these 
eases were extremely teasing to the prac- 
titioner, and that they were very difficult of 
cure; at the same time he suggested the 
Propriety of strictly watching for evidences 
of imposture, as voung females of nervous 
temperaments were often found on 
occasions to feign paralysis. The best course 
he could suggest, was that of exciting and 
keeping up so much inflammation along the 
course of the spine as would seriously an- 
noy the patient; for if the disease were 
feigned, the remedy would probably soon 
disclose that fact, aud if not, counter-irrita- 
tion was almost always a desirable means to 
employ. In a patient whom he lost from 
the gradual effects of a paralytic attack, be 
found ramollissement of the spinal chord for 
four inches downwards from the seventh 
dorsal vertebra, the spinal column, and all 
other parts of the body, being perfectly 
healthy. As a@ tonic, he recommended to 

@ perseverance with the am- 


4 latter € 


of the lytta. Robarts subsequently 
stated, that without the constant use of this 

diciie, retention of urine was never 
preserved in his case for twelve hours.) 
He also suggested to Mr. Robarts, that pre- 
caution against indulgence in self-pollution 
might be desirable. In all cases he thought 
these points of especial importance, though 
they were too often lost sight of. 

Mr. Denvy adverting to the non-occur- 
rence of pain on pressure along the spine, 
did not consider that that ought ever to be 
regarded as a certain indication of the ab- 
sence of disease there. The pain might be, 
and often was, erratic; it might exist at 
ove time and not at another, aad thus elude 
detection. He would always employ caustic, 
tartar emetic, and counter-irritanta, whether 
pain were felt or not. 

Mr, Pitcner observed, in reply to a 
question which had arisen as to the existence 
of caries in the bones of the spinal column 
without pain on pressure, that he knew of 
many such cases. 

rt, Kincpon, with reference to the sub- 
ject of imposition, briefly related the follow- 
ing particulars of a violent case of chorea 
which he bad attended, The efforts of the 
patient were constantly directed to violent 


jomping. Her father was a grocer residing 


in Cheapside, and the jumping of the daugh- 
ter, though she was confined in an upper 
back room of the house, was so excessive, 
that people who came into the shop thought 
there were fulling-mills in the house. She 
would continue this extraordinary exercise 
for twenty-four hours, without the inter- 
mission of half an hour; and what was very 
Singular, though thy heat of summer was 
prevailing, without; exciting the slightest 
degree ot perspiration or heat of the body. 
He watehed this case with the greatest care 
for whole nights, without detecting the 
least appearance of imposition; and the 
same vigilance was exerted by an acute and 
attentive mother. One morning, a long time 
after the complaint bad gone on in this 
manner, it was suddenly aunounced in the 
house that the father, who had always been 
supposed by the family to be a wealthy 
man, had disappeared to avoid the results 
of insolvency. From that moment the jump- 
ing of the daughter ceased, and the chorea 
wholly disappeared. He offered no remarks 
on this case, but merely added, that although 
at the commencement of the complaint, 
the patient was a thin, weak, emaciated 
creature, by the time the exercise ceased 


she had become a fine, plump, and remark- 


ably healthy girl. 
[This subject to be renewed at the next 


meeting. 
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INVENTION OF THE STOMACH-PUMP. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


S1r,—While turning over, the other day, 
the lectures of Sir A. Cooper, published by 
you in Tue Lancer, I was surprised to find 
Sir Astley attribute the invention of the 
stomach-pump, as applicable to the removal 
of poisons from the stomach, to Mr. Jukes 
of Pimlico, in the following words :— With 
respect to the medical application of the 
syringe, however, for the purpose of remov- 
ing poisons from the stomach, we are in- 
debted for it to Mr. Jukes.” Without wish- 
ing to detract from the merit of Mr. Jukes, 
in having introduced to public netice so 
valuable an iustrument, I must remark that 
a precisely similar instrument was invented, 
many years since, by M. Renault, a French 
surgeon, and that a description of it by Ah- 
bert exists as far back as the year 1804. An 
extract may not be uninteresting to those 
who dip a little into medical literature. 

“lf great difficulty be experienced in com- 
pelling the stomach of a person who has 
taken poison, to reject its contents, if the 
jaws be affected by tetanus to such a degree 
that nothing can be introduced iuto the sto- 
mach, M. Renault proposes that we have 
recourse to a tube of gum-elastic, of suffi- 
cient length to reach by oue extremity into 
the stomach, and of sufficient calibre to give 
free passage toany matter we may wish to 
introduce into this viscus. The external 
extremity of the tube is mounted with a 
metal ring, to which a syringe may be adapt- 
ed. M. Renault is of opinion that, with the 
assistance of this tube, we may inject a 
sufficient quantity of liquid into the stomach 
and afterwards withdraw it by the action of 
the piston.” I remain, Mr. Editor, 

Your obedient servant, 
P, H. Gower. 


CASE OF SPONTANEOUS EVOLUTION. 


To the Editor of Tue Laxcer. 


Sin,—Having just had an opportunity, I 
am desirous of adding another case of 
“*spontaneous evolution of the fetus in 
utero” to those already recorded in your 
Journal. I was sent for last week by a 
medical man in this neighbourhood to a 
case of arm-presentation occurring to a 
healthy young woman with her third child. 
The membraves had ruptured that morning 
at 11 a.m., and the right arm was instautly 
propelled through the os externum. I 
arrived in two hours afterwards, and found 
the woman labouring under strong pains 
with the arm protruding considerably below 
the elbow, and of a dark-purple colour ; I 


STOMACH-PUMP.—LABOUR.—G IBRALTAR. 


endeavoured to back the arm and 
shoulder, but without effect, on which I iv- 
troduced my hand in the short intervals of 
pain aloug the abdomen of the foetus, which 
faced the pubes of the mother (the head 
being turned back upon the left shoulder 
and chest), and got my fingers as far as the 
groin, but on every attempt to lay hold of 
the vhigh, violent spasmodic action of the 
uterus came on which compelled me to de- 
sist: I continued my exertions nearly half 
an hour, when I withdrew my hand and in- 
troduced the left one, with its back along the 
course of the sacrum, in the hope of finding 
a feot tilted over on that side ; but it proved 
clearly that the feet were both high up in, 
and apparently grasped by, the tundus of 
the uterus; 1 then ceased my exertions, 
had the patient bled to eighteen ounces, and 
directly gave her a drachm of laudanum, and 
left her with the intenrion of returning when 
the organ should have become relaxed ; L 
had not, however, left more than half aa 
hour, when I received a message to say the 
woman was delivered. 

On seeing the gentleman in attendauce, I 
learned that a strong pain had come on soon 
after my leaving the house, and on his 
making examination, found the arm had re- 
ceded, another pain quickly followed, and 
the nates presented, on which the labour was 
speedily concluded. 1 remain, Sir, your 
obedient servant, 


Eton, April 5th. 


Wituram Moss, 


GIBRALTAR CONTROVERSY. 


To the Editor of Tur Lixcnr. 


Sir,—I wish to ask one or two questions 
of one or two persons, in one of your pages, 
next Saturday. 

Is it true that an attempt was lately made 
to ship off Mr, Frazer to one of our foreigu 
settlements ? 

Is it true that the order for transporta- 
tion was given by Sir James M‘Gregor, the 
professed friend of free inquiry and scienti- 
fic research ? 

Is it true that the object of this order was 
to extinguish the * Gibraltar Controversy,” 
and thus prevent certain disclosures relative 
to the rise, progress, and treatment of the 
epidemic in 1828, and perbaps other mat- 
ters connected therewith ? 

Js it true that this attempt was frustrated 
by the direct interference of the Commander- 
in-chief, on representation made to him of 
the above circumstances ? 

1 am, Sir, yours, 
Query 
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PLOTTING OF THE 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, April 16, 1831. 


Ir there be any Memvens of the London 
College of Surgeons who have been such 
careless observers of the Council as_ to be- 
lieve that that body has been influenced in 
its measures of legislation by motives of 
disidterested zeal for the welfare of the sur- 
gical profession, we call upon those gen- 
tlemen to direct their attention to the plot 
which is now framing in the College, to effect 
the entire subversion of the rights of the com- 
monalty—to place, indeed, the whole of the 
members of the College at the feet, and at 
the disposal, of the self-perpetuating oli- 
garchy. These thoughtless, abandoned mo- 
nopolists—these degraded and contemptible 
conspirators against the rights and privi- 
leges of the majority of the corporation, 
contemplate with audacious and unparal- 
leled insolence the unprecedented measure 
of expelling from the College a member, 
who, within the short period of seveo 
years, has conferred more real benefits 
upon the medical profession of England 
than the members of the College have de- 
rived from all the Councils of their own in- 
stitution, from the first moment of its esta- 
blishment up to the present hour. The 
member whom they seek to expel caused 
their restrictive regulations of 1823, 4, 
and 5, to be torn to fragments by the 
hands of an indignant profession, and 
thrown with ineffable contempt in the 
faces of the dirty and paltry monopolists. 
That same Member raised the voice of the 
public against the imbecile dependents o! 
the junto, and hunted them from our great 
national houses of charity, where they fed 
upon, and trafficked in, the blood of their 
innocent and unsuspecting victims. That 
same Member caused the wards of our hos- 
pitals to be regularly attended by the sti- 
pendiary medical officers, to the jncalculable 
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advantage of both patients and students, 
That same Member caused the practice of 
our hospitals to be laid regularly before the 
members of the College residing in the 
most distant parts of the globe. That same 
Member, in an action brought against him 
by a nephew of one of the junto, establish- 
ed the right to publish the cases occurring 
in our great public hospitals. That same 
Member on a like occasion obtained for 
medical, and indeed ali other journalists, 
the great legal right in cases of alleged 
libel, when a JUSTIFICATION 18 PLEADED, 
of defendants to call evidence in proof of 
their allegations, before a plaintiff has an 
opportunity of placing before the jury the 
question of damages. That same Member 
established in a court of equity the right to 
publish the professional and official dis- 
courses of the officers of our national hospi- 
tals. That same Member gained for his 
brethren of the commonalty the privilege 
of inspecting their own museum two days 
in each week, four hours in each day. That 
same Member caused the self-perpetuat- 
ing junto to prepare a catalogue of the 
splendid Hunterian museum, thus rendering 
the collection or vse to the members, 
after that same Council had neglected 
this express condition of a government 
bond during a period of upwards of thirty 
years, That same member, by his often- 
repeated denunciations of the Council, 
caused a magnificent library to be purchased 
out of funds from which the commonalty 
had never before derived advantage. That 
same member made the insolent Council 
throw open the front doors of the College 
to the insulted and persecuted commonalty. 
That same member caused the crafty and 
monopolizing Council to recognize” pro- 
vincial schools of anatomy and surgery, and 
to receive “ certificates” of attendance 
upon provincial hospital practice, ofa ** less 
period” than ‘* four years.” In a word,— 
That Member has obtained for the public a 
large proportion of their rights with respect 
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to the hospitals, and for the members of the 
College a large proportion of their rights 
with respect to the College; and now that 
the Council—the insolent, the exposed, the 
impotent Cauvcil—apparently lost to every 
sense of shame,—unconscious, even yet, of 
the force of public opinion, and blind to the 
inevitable consequences of such an act, me- 
ditate the expulsion of that Member from a 
corporation, upon the majority of the mem- 
bers of which he has conferred such essen- 
tial, such acknowledged, and such un- 
equalled benefits, Expulsion! Impudent, 
empty-headed pretenders! Puffed up with 
over-weening vanity by the slavish ob- 
sequiousness of lace-bedecked menials and 
sycophantic, expecting toad-eaters, this 
Council have the presumption to imagine 
that it is in-their power to degrade the 
Member whom they desire to expel. Why, 
the reputation of thet member has attained a 
height which they cannot contemplate with- 
out bewildered brains.. By pursuing a long 
and straightforward course of public duty, 
he has acquired the confidence of his own 
profession end the approbation of the pub- 
lic,—all that could be sought for by a just 
and honourable ambition. If the junto were 
unable to compete with that man in the in- 
fancy of his labours,—if they were unable to 
check the progress of bis public career by 
Chancery injunctions, and vexatious and 
extortionate law proceedings instituted in 
inferior courts, how can they be such be- 
sotted fools as to conceive that it is in their 
power to destroy a reputation, the establish- 
ment of which they were not even for one 
moment able to retard? . The proudest of 
the junto acknowledges, with bitter disap- 
pointment and malignant envy, the extent 
and purity of that public character which 
he is covertly devising means to depreciate. 
Besides, lave the Council forgotten, thet 
whilst the individual against whom they are 
plotting was labouring, zealously and ho- 
nestly, to build up for himself, on an impe- 
rishable basis, the public character which, 
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with satanic but consistent malice, they 


would gladly destroy, they were most zea- en 
lously employed in supporting a publica- Ths 
tion, the onry object of which was to set over 
the tongues of slander in motion, in order sten 
to effect the destruction of the peace of it is 
mind of that man’s family, and to ruin for in ¢ 
ever, in the eyes of an honourable profession, the 
his unimpeachable private character? Oh, in 
the besotted dotards! How well they have ame 
thriven in their generous occupation! In hilet 
attacking the reputation of the member who ple ¢ 
has so fully exposed their iniquities,—-who But 
has so constantly laid them prostrate by the whic 
mere force of public opinion, they would do to ar 
well to remember the reply of Conrotanus the | 
to the insolent Volscians :— beho 

“ That like an eagle in a duve-cote, I Com: 
Flutter’d your voices in Corioli; 
Alone I did it.”’ nance 
While thirsting for his blood, the savage tramy 
conspirators knew the power of the warrior, § with 
andenvied hisrenown. Thegloryofhisrepu- § legal 
tation they could not sully, but the heart of attem 
the chieftain was not proof against the dag- shows 
gers of assassins, ‘Fhough immeasurably tainec 
less worthy, the obnoxious Medical: Re- men « 
former is not less energetic or confident in intere 
breathing tones of defiance against his con- oath, « 
spirators, his base and despicable assailants, on th 
who cannot but remember that they have tion b 
often been fluttered, like sats in a cave, by procee 
the unaided movements of his individual § is to 
arm. posses 
The proceedings of corporations are so far the ea: 
out of the ordinary course of things, so un- § ing the 
usually and inconsistently strange, that they § violate 
partake more of the character of the in- eject a 
cidents which are allotted to romance § offence 
than those common to scenes in real life, 9 from m 
One would suppose that the College con- § Counci 
tained a Lethean fountain, into which, as an flicted 1 
initiatory step, each newly-elected member @ poratio: 
was made to plunge, in order to wash away @ the esi 
all recollection of past occurrences ; for the txce 
Council hesitate not to violate the most @ ings of 
solemn engagements—to break all those @ ridieulo 
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OPERATION ON HOO LOO. | 


previously united them in private to the 
majority of the members of the profession. 
The influence of the collegiate atmosphere 
over the minds of the Council is, in all in- 
stances, a subject for regret, while in many 
it is one of deep injury to the public, and 
in others a black stain on the character of 
the profession. ‘The halls of the College, 
in truth, appear to be capable of generating 
a moral pestilence, which subdues or anni- 
hilates every liberal and honourable princi- 
ple coming within the sphere of its action. 
But whatever may be the degradation to 
which the Council themselves are willing 


must bear in mind that they have rights to 
protect, and interests to defend, as. indi- 
vidual members of a corporation: that 
they have funds which may be plundered, a 
museum whieh may be neglected, a library 
which may be sold, a building which may 
be pulled down, ifthey do not come forward 
and immediately adopt those measures which 
honour and prudence dictate. The Couneil 
must be taught that they have most wofully 


_mistaken their powers ; that they were per- 


mitted to make by-laws to benefit, and not for 
to injure, the Commonalty,and that by-laws, 
when directed against the general interests 


to submit—whatever may be the extent of 


the obloquy which they are courting, it. 


trampled upon and struck by‘ hired ruffians | 
with impunity. ‘The Council have nor the 
legal power to expel a member, but the 
attempt to perpetrate such an act, of itself 
shows how inveterate is the hostility enter- 
tained by the junto towards those gentle- 
men of the Corporation whose rights and 
interests the Council are bound, by a sacred 
oath, constantly to protect. If misconduct 
on the part of any portion of the Corpora- 
tion be a ground for expulsion; if such a 
proceeding be at all allowed in law,—what 
is to prevent the Members from taking 
possession of the College,—from seizing by 
the ears their oligarchical tyrants, and lead- 
ing them into the streets? If the Council 
violate law and justice, and proceed to 
eject a member because he hes given them 
offence, what is to prevent the Commonalty 
from meeting in a body and expelling the 
Council themselves, when they have in- 
flieted upon the other branches of the cor- 
poration deep injury. It is true, that 
the establishment of the Lonpon 
Lece or Mepicine may render the proceed- 
ings of the Council in Lincolns’-Inn-Fields 
tidiewlous, and even contemptible, in a na- 
tional point of view.’ But the Commonalty 


of the Corporation, are contrary both to the 
letter and the spirit of the charter, and are, 


behoves the Members of the College, the consequently, void. Without the slightest 
Commonalty, to stand up for the mainte- | 


nance of their rights, and not submit to be, 


cause, or adequate excuse, the lectures are 
now discontinued, and the doors of the Col- 
lege are closed against the admission of the 
members. Yet every lawyer must be aware 
that the Commonalty are equally entitled to 
admission with the Council, and that the 
lectures now discontinued are directed to 
be delivered, in the government bond which 
stipulates for the regulation of the Hunterian 
Museum. 

In conclusion, we would reeommend to 
the members the immediate adoption of one 
of two courses,—Either to apply by depu- 
tation to the Secretary of Strate for the 
Home Department, respecting the discon- 
tinuance of the lectures, or to address @ 
remonstrance to the Council, and bint, 
pretty intelligibly that unless they instantly 
throw open the College to the members, 
those gentlemen will open the doors for 
themselves, and take possession of a build. 
ing which has been erected and supported 
by their own funds, 


Tue account of the operation performed 
upon the unfortunate Chinese on Saturdsy 
last at Guy’s Hosrrrat, will be read with 
deep and painful anxiety. Without calling 
in question the manual skill af the operator, 
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& DR. RAMADGE AND 


we are of opinion that in this proceeding 
very serious errors were committed. 
First, it was injudicious, nay, particularly 
unphilosophical, to perform an operation of 
such vast importance upon a native of the 
climate of China, so quickly after his arrival 
in this country, to the atmosphere of which 
his constitution could in no degree be fa- 
miliarised ; and, secondly, nothing could be 
more injudicious than to perform such an 
operation upon a man who had +been ex- 
posed during several months to the pure 
and peculiarly invigorating breezes of the 
ocean, in a theatre, or, rather, a well, the 
atmosphere of which must have been ren- 
dered unfit for the purposes of respiration 
by the crowd. ‘hese errors, when con- 
sidered in connexion with the length of 
time which poor Hoo Loo was under the 
tortures of the knife, furnish more than 
sufficient grounds for the removal of any 
astonishment which may at first have been 
entertained as to the unsuccessful issue of 
the operation, True the ventilators were 
open, and the crowd around the patient fre- 
quently stood aloof, in order that the purest 
atmosphere which the place could afford 
should come in contact with him. But 
notwithstanding these occasional precau- 
tions, the depressing influence of the ob- 
noxious atmosphere may in some degree 
be conjectured, when it is stated that many 
of the spectators were covered with perspi- 
ration, were pale as death, and closely ap- 
proaching to a state of fainting. What 
then must have been the condition of Hoo 
Loo, who with bound limbs was compelled 
to breathe in sucha place for a period of 
two hours, during one hour and forty-four 
minutes of which he was under the infliction 
of the knife? It is admitted, generally, tha: 
Mr. Key performed the operation with ex- 
treme care ; and it is said that on the night 
previously, a considerable time was spent in 
examining and measuring the parts, in orde 
that the flaps of the integument might neatly 


LONG THE QUACK. 


But it may be doubted if it wore wise to 
discontinue the use of the kaife, while 
the patient was in a state of syncope ; for 
whether the fainting arose from the loss 
of blood, or from the shock to the nervous 
system, the propriety of desisting during 
those intervals may fairly be questioned. 
The vital energy is unable to contend 
against the long continuance of such un- 
usually severe pain. Had the operation of Mr_ 
B. Coorgr on Steruen been less 
protracted, the result might have been other- 
wise ; and had Mr. Henry Earty, when he 
removed the bones from poor Brapy’s ear, in 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital, instead of the 
nail for which he was seeking, desisted from 
his attempts at the expiration of ten or 
fifteen minutes, the unfortunate child might 
now have been alive and well. Such pro- 
tracted operations cannot be too strongly 
deprecated. We hint not in the remotest 
sense that Mr. Key made a single incision 
more than was necessary, or that he per- 
formed one cut unscientifically, but we think 
that the pauses were injudicious, and are 
decidedly of opinion, that the time and place 
selected for the operation showed an ex- 
traordinary, if not a fatal, want of profes- 
sional discrimination. 


Iw another part of our Journal will be 
found a letter addressed to Joun Lona, the 
felon, slaughterer, and quack, purporting to 
be from the pen of Dr. Ramanes, of Ely 
Place, London. This most extraordinary 
document was published in a paper called 
the Sunday Times, dated the 10th inst. 
We have copied it verbatim ; but in a note 
added by the editor of the journal in ques- 
tion, it is observed, that some portion has not 
been extracted from a book which it is pre- 
tended Lonoc has published. We endes- 
voured to fill up the hiatus in question by 
seeking for the work itself, but no such book 
is to be obtained at the shops; therefore 
the whole may be a hoax, and for the 


approximate after the tumour was removed. 
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CORONER FOR GLOUCESTER.—MR. RYAN.—GREGORY, &c. 


honour of the profession collectively, and 
for the welfare of Dr. Ramavce indivi- 
dually, we are heartily anxious that such it 
may prove. But should it ultimately ap- 
pear that this letter has been addressed 
to the quack by Dr. Ramapce, he has by 
this single act cut himself off, severed him- 
self for ever, from the honourable and re- 
spectable members of our profession, and 
we apprehend he must be content to be 
stigmatised to a degree not less derogatory 
to his character as a physician and a gen- 
tleman, than is the guilty quack himself 
stigmatised as a man by every humane and 
intelligent person who reprobates cruelty 
and fraud. If, in short, it be possible for 
Dr. Ramapce to be the author of this 
letter, we advise him forthwith to abandon 
the ranks of a profession which he has dis- 
graced, or most assuredly the members of 
that profession will ebandon him. 


A vacancy has occurred in the office of 
Coroner for the County of Gloucester. There 


are four candidates in the field, Mr. Tuomas 
Bevin, surgeon, Mr. Garuicx Batt, and 
Mr. Wittram Rosarts, attornies, and Mr. 
Marxtove, a dealer in pictures. If the 
freeholders possess each only the smallest 
portion of common sense and independence, 
the surgeon will, of course, be elected to 
the vacant office. 


MR. RYAN ats, THE HAGS. 

On the morning after the trial, when Mr. 
Justice Baytey came into Court, the fol- 
lowing brief but pithy dialogue took place 
between his Lordship and the Counsel for 
the Worshipful Society :— 

Mr. Justice Bayer. In that case of the 
Apothecaries’ Company, perhaps it would 
be as well if you looked into the case, to 
see if the defendant was apprenticed. 

Mr. Gurney. If be has served an appren- 
ticeship, there will be no reluctance to ex- 
amine him. 

Mr. Justice Baytey. 4s to the other par- 
ticulars specified in tuat Paren,* they 
are not in the Act of Parliament. 


* The “ Regulations” of the Company, 


Mr. Comyn. Nothing but the indenture 
of apprenticeship, 

Mr. Gurney. If they have the legal 
means, there will be no sort of reluctance to 
admit him, 

Mr. Justice Bayxey. I dare say the Com- 
pany will feel they ought not to lend them- 
selves to partial views. 

Mr. Guayey. O! certainly, they never 
do! 1f they find the Act of Parliament vio- 
lated, they put it in force without the least 
hesitation, 

Mr. Justice Bayrey. I thought if I just 
threw out the impression on my mind, it 
might be as well. 


Selections from Gregory’s “ Conspectus 
Medicine Theoretice,” and Celsus * de 
Medicina.” By S. F.Leacu. London, 
Highley, 1831. pp. 293. 

Lectiones Celsiane et Gregoriane; or, 
Lessons in Celsus and Gregory. By 
Wittram Cross. London, Wilson, 1831. 
pp- 169. 


Tue former of these two volumes contains 
the whole of that portion of Gregory’s Con- 
spectus (ten chapters), and that portion of 
Celsus (chapters 1 and 3) which it is re- 
quired by the regulations issued by the 
Apothecaries’ Company, thet the candidate 
‘or the license should show himself compe- 
tent to translate. An occasional interpreta- 
tion is added at the bottom of the page. 
Figures are inserted in the text of the 
author, referring to rules of syntax contained 
in an appendix to the volume. Of this part 
of Mr. Leach’s labours, we cannot speak in 
terms of very high commendation. Omis- 
sions of these references constantly occur ; 
for example, in one page only (17, line 9) 
after ‘* molestus,” line 14, after “ placuit,” 
Many rules are improperly applied; for 
example (page 40, line 7), ‘* Quo plus ten- 
ditur, eo durius,” does not come under rule 
19, as he has marked it; ‘ vi predita 
lethali,” (page 24, line 15,) he has referred 
to rule 55 instead of 20. If we take into 
consideration also, the persons for whom 
Mr. Leach’s volume is intended, chiefly 
beginners, we cannot avoid saying that the 
rules contained in his appendix are far too 
concise. Rules 4, 16, 27, and 32, fall un- 
der this censure, as will be evident to any 
one who compares them with the text of the 
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author. Some rules are decidedly incorrect ; 
thus, by rule 39, every impersonal is said 
to govern the dative ; “ jivat,” for exam- 
ple, governs an accusative also; inrule 46, 
the gerund in dum is substituted for the 
neuter gender of the future in dus. In cases 
also where two rules should be inserted, 
Mr. Leach has introduced but one, and that 
one the less important of the two; thus he 
has referred “ pericula sibimet imminentia,” 
(p- 4, line 18), ‘* juvenem viribus fiden- 
tem” (p. 11, line 18), exclusively to 
rule 45, instead of 45 and 27. Upon the 
whole, however, we are pleased with the 
volume, but we should have been better 
pleased if he had added a lexicon to the 
words. 

Mr. Cross’s Lectiones Celsiane et Grego- 
riane, seems to be free from some of the 
errors with which we have charged Mr. 
Leach. The volume possesses the advan- 
tage of alexicon, and a judicious selection 
of rules from the Eton Syntax. He has syn- 
tactically arranged the passages from Celsus 
and Gregory, which are, however, too few 
in number. 


THE EXCRESCENCE. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 

Sir,—At a meeting of the members of the 
Medical Book Society in Birmingham, about 
amonth since, a bundle of the publication 
yclept the ‘ London Medical Gazette’ was 
sold at a penny a number ; and, at the same 
meeting, it was ordered,by the unanimous 
voice of the members, to be forthwith dis- 
continued, on account of the disrespectful 
manner in which it has lately treated the 
great body of English surgeons.” 

Yours obediently, 
A Biruinouam Surcson. 


GUY’S HOSPITAL. 
REMOVAL OF A TUMOUR FIFTY-SIX POUNDS 
IN WEIGHT, EXTENDING FROM BENEATH 
THE UMBILICUS TO THE ANTERIOR BOR- 
DER OF THE ANUS. 


Hoo Loo, a Chinese labourer, was admitted 
into Luke’s ward, Guy’s Hospital, in the 
third week of March last, with an extraordi- 
nary tumour depending from the lower part 
of the abdomen, and of a nature and extent 
hitherto unseen in this country. He had 
been brought to England from Canton, by 
his own desire, in an East Indiaman, for the 
purpose of having this tumour removed at 
one of the London hospitals, the native sur- 


A PENNY MAGAZINE.—OPERATION ON A CHINESE. 


geons declining ‘to make the attempt, a 
general disinclination to the performance of 
serious operations prevailing in the East, 
where both the climate and the law offer 
important objections to surgical proceedings 
which may lead to the loss of human hife, 
The case excited considerable interest, both 
in and out of the profession, from the first 
moment of bis arrival, and he was visited 
in the hospital by a great number of persons 
of all ranks. 

We have heard that on his voyage here 
the change of air had such an effect on his 
constitution, as to occasion a material in- 
crease in the tumour. Since his arrival his 
appetite, health, and spirits, were extremely 
good. While in the hospital there appear- 
ed nothing to induce the surgeon to order 
him any medicine. His diet consisted 
principally of boiled rice, and no restraint 
was placed on his appetite, which was very 
great. He was generally considered to have 
improved in health while in the hospital, 
though it was difficult to form a decided 
estimate on this point. He all along con- 
templated the operation with satisfaction. 

It was generally understood that the ope- 
ration would be performed on Tuesday last, 
but so great a crowd of spectators was 
apprehended, that Saturday, which is a 
dies non in the hospital, was fixed on 
instead. Notwithstanding this precaution, 
however, an assemblage, unprecedented in 
numbers on such an occasion, presented 
themselves for admission at the operating 
theatre, which was instantly filled in every 
part, although none but pupils, and of those 
only such as could at the moment present 
their * hospital tickets,” were admitted. 
Hundreds of gentlemen were consequently 
excluded, and it became obvious to the 
officers of the hospital, that some ether room 
must be selected. Accordingly Sir Astley 
Cooper entered, and, addressing the pupils, 
said, that in consequence of the crowd, the 
patient being in a state which would admit 
of the removal, the operation would take 
place in the great anatomical theatre. A 
tremendous rush to that theatre accordingly 
took place, where accommodation was af- 
forded to 680 persons, and where prepara- 
tions were immediately made for the pa- 
tient. In about a quarter of an hour, Hoo Loo 
entered, accompanied by two nurses and a 
posse comitatus, consisting of various func- 
tionaries of the hospital, and in the course of 
a few minutes he was secured on the operat- 
ing table. A short consultation now took 
place between Sir Astley Cooper, Mr. Key, 
and Mr. Callaway, during which it was 
finally agreed, that if it were found possi- 
ble, the genital organs should be preserved. 
The face of the patient was then covered, 
and Mr. Key, taking his station in front of 
the tumour, the operation, His 
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REMOVAL OF AN IMMENSE TUMOUR. 


ly, was to make three 
the penis and the testes when they should 
be relieved from the tumour. The first flap 
was made on the anterior part of the tumour ; 
the others on either side. The former of 
these would have covered the penis, and the 
two others (which were made semilunar in 
figure with the convexities looking out- 
wards) would have accomplished the pur- 
pose, when united, of enveloping the testes, 
and at the same time of forming the integu- 
ment of the perineum, ‘The first incision 
was commenced on the right side, just un- 
der the abdominal ring, and being carried 
obliquely inwards for about an inch, was con- 
tinued so as to form the semilunar cut, from 
the lowermost point of which, the knife was 
again carried inwards, in order, apparently, to 
leave such a small projection of integument 
as, with a corresponding piece on the oppo- 
site side, might serve to go round the root of 
the penis. ‘This portion having been reserv- 
ed, the incision was continued onwards for 
about four inches in a straight line, and was 
then turned at a right angle, parallel with 
the operator, forming a line of about two and 
a half inches in length. A similar cut was 
then made on the left side, and connected 
with that on the right by the parallel or 
transverse cut. The flap thus formed was 
now dissected from the tumour and laid 
back upon the abdomen. The operator then 
proceeded to lay bare the two cords and the 
penis, a step in the operation which was 
performed with very great neatness. Suffi- 
cient time had now elapsed for the depress- 
ing effects of the operation to exhibit them- 
selves, while the penis and testicles had yet 
to be dissected out. The determination to 
attempt this arose from its having been 
ascertained that the 
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twice, and daring the whole of the latter 
steps of the tion he was in a state of 
fainting. The quantity of blood lost was 
variously estimated by those who assisted, 
and though certainly not large, it was the 
operator’s own impression that the hamor- 
thage was the immediate cause of death. 
| It would bly be correct to state the 
loss at twenty-five ounces, although as few 
as 14 and as many as 30 were named. Of 
this quantity not more, we should think, than 
a single ounce was arterial ; all the ligatures 
were quickly applied, and with great dex- 
terity. The number of large veins divided 
was immense, but only three small arteries, 
besides the two spermatic, were taken up. 
Immediately after the removal of the tu- 
mour, pase: Sn fit of syncope—if syncope 
could be said to de at all incomplete for the 
last half hour—came on, from which the poor 
fellow did not for a moment rally. No 
remedies that were directed to overcome 
this state of collapse had the slightest 
effect ; warmth and triction of the extremi- 
ties, warmth to the scrobiculis cordis, the 
injection of brandy and water into the std 
mach, and, ultimately, from the suspicion 
that the loss of blood had been too great,’ 
transfusion to the amount of six ounces, 
taken from the arm ofa student—one amongst 
several who offered to atford blood—were 
amongst the means resorted to. The beart’s 
action gradually and perceptibly sunk. The 
patient did breathe after the operation, but 
that is as much as can be said. Artificial 
respiration was subsequently, but vainly 
attempted. 

The fortitude with which this great ope- 
ration was approached, and throughout un- 
dergone, by Hoo Loo, was, if not un- 
exampled, at all everts never exceeded in 
the annals of surgery. A groan now and 


the man were 


being occasionally experienced. The delay, | 
however, which so intricate a portion of the 


operation would have occasioned, now in- 
duced Sir Aatley Cooper to propose that 
the genital organs should be sacrificed, and 
the suggestion was promptly acceded to. 
A temporary ligature was accordingly passed 
round each of the cords and the penis, and 
these being divided, the remainder of the 
Operation was pursued solely with a view to 
the removal of the whole mass. But a period 
of time elapsed before the conclusion of the 
Operation which must have far exceeded the 
auticipations even of the most fearful, and 
by the time the tumour was entirely sepa- 
tated and the exposed parts were closed 
over, an hour and forty-four minutes had 
passed. ‘This tremendous protraction was 
chiefly occasioned by the intervals which 
were from time to time allowed the patient 
for recovery from the fits of exhaustion which 


supervened. Complete syncope occurred 


ped him, and now and then a 
slight exclamation, and we thought we 
could trace in his tones a plaintive ac- 
knowledgment of the hopelessness of his 
case. Expressions of regret, too, that he 
had not rather borne with his affliction than 
suffered the operation, seemed softly but 
rapidly to vibrate from his lips as he closed 
his eyes, firmly set his teeth, and resign- 
edly strung every nerve in obedience to the 
determination with which he had first sub- 
mitted to the knife. 

His character was naturally exceedingly 
amiable. When occupied in thought, his 
features assumed an appearance of slight 
melancholy, but at other times a very cheer- 
ful and -tempered expression of coun- 
tenance prevailed. The appearance of the 
features after death was very characteristic 
of this. Whenever an exhibition of the 
tumour wus desired, he was displeased and 
somewhat reluctant, seeming to imply by 
his language, that it was of “ no use” to 
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show it. With the nurses he Lad become a 
great favourite, and his death elicited the 
utmost commiseration, perhaps a few tears, 
in the ward which he inhabited. 

Hoo Loo was 32 years of age, and the 
tumour had been ten years arriving at its 
present growth. Its effect upon his frame, 
and the muscles of the abdomen was not 
particularly oppressive. It of course occa- 
sioned a very great strain upon the fore part 
of the body, and to preserve his balance he 
was compelled to throw the shoulders back- 
ward, aud assume the gait of an alderman 
whose belly preponderates and displaces 
his centre of gravity. The weight of the 
tumour was conjectured to be about seventy 
pounds, but when placed in the scales after 
its removal it weighed but fifty-six. His 
strength was not affected by it. He could 
take a stout lad in his arms and toss him 
with ease. 

_ The tumour commenced in the prepuce ; 
the cause of it is; involved in obscurity ; 
—— could be gathered from the patient 
to lea¢ to the supposition that it was the 
effect of a blow, or to justify its being 
ascribed to any one icular exciting 
cause, Its form ivclined to that of a fiat- 
-tened spheroid, When removed, and rest- 
ing either upon its upper surfaces or its base, 
it sunk and spread until its mean depth was 
about six inches. The neck or peduncle 
by which it was attached was of a triangu- 
lar form ; the upper and anterior side of the 
neck was parallel with the os pubis, ex. 
tending on each side of the external ab- 
dominal ring about two inches and a half, 
its other sides occupying the lateral hounda- 
ries of the perineum, and meeting in an 
acute angle immediately before the anus. 
Although the disease commenced in the 
prepuce, that portion of the tumour, or an 
elongation of it, was preserved in an iso- 
lated state from the rest of the growth, al- 
though of course totally disfigured, and pre- 
senting far greater appearance of disease 
than other parts of the integument. It 
now hung at the lowermost portion of the tu- 
mour, forming a second tumour, presenting 
an orifice for the discharge of the urine, 
varying in its transverse diameters from one 
to three inches. The e to the urethra 
was, as far as the finger could reach, smooth 
and hardened ; externally it was a mass of 
tubercles, which d on each side over 
the surrounding portion of the tumour, pre- 
senting for a considerable distance a hard 
and thickened cutis, studded with eleva- 
tions. The sides and posterior part of the 
body of the tumour, as well as the whole of 
the peduncle, were of a perfectly healthy 
and uatural appearance. The circumference 
of the mass was, four. feet,.that-of-the neck 
two feet, each side of the neck, which was 
about equilateral, measuring eight inches. 


+ OPERATION ON HOO LOO. 


When the patient stood upright, the lower 
part of the tumour considerably 
below the knees. 
It may be mentioned, that the urine also 
found a vent exteraally by an opening situ- 
ated on the surface of the tumour imme- 
diately at the base of the preputial tumour, 
which latter, as it had astrong tendency to 
overlap on the side of the opening, hid the 
false passage, if it may be so called, from 
sight. 

Post-mortem E.camination. 
The examination of the body took place on 
Thursday morning. 

From the tumour itself a certain quantity 
of fluid (not large) escaped during the ope- 
ration; the solid mass weighed fifty-six 
pounds, as we have already mentioned. 
It was decidedly steatomatous ; but the 
examination has not yet been completed. 
About an inch of the peuis was laid bare 
by the dissection, and is shown in fig. 4, 
letter d. 

There were no which arrest- 
ed the attention on the examination of the 
body. The stomach avd other viscera were 
jon healthy, The cremaster muscles 
were both much increased, apparently from 
an enlargement of the fibres, and not from any 
multiplication of them. The state of the 
wound was not at all unnatural ; but, some 
of the veins-which came from the tumour 
were as large as.the little finger. The arte- 
ries of the chord were not larger than usual. 


‘Description of the Engravings. 


1. Portrait of Hoo Loo standing erect :— 
a, supposed elongation of the prepuce, in 
which the disease first began. 

2. Appearances of the parts after removal 
of the tumour, when the flaps which had 
been formed in the operation were brought 
together and stitched. The superfluous 
appendage consists of those portions of the 
cutis of the tumour which were probably 
intended by the operator to cover the penis 
and testes, 

3. The tumour inverted, showing its 
under surface :—a, the elongation of the 
prepuce turned aside’ to show the opening, 
e, through which also the urine found a 


passage. d 

4. The upper surface of the tumour as it 
lay 
weight, displaying consequently the some- 
what deformed outline of the cutis which 
was dissected off and turned back on the ab- 
domen, and leaving the internal structure of 
the tumour exposed. d, Portion ‘of the 
penis disclosed by the operation,’ showing 
the surface which was divided. a, End of the 
prepuce visible in this position. 
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QUACK LONG. 
“0 JOHN ST. JOHN LONG, ES@., 
HARLEY STREET, LONDON. 


** Ely-place, March 31, 1831. 

1. ** Str,—In reply to your letter of last 

rday, I must say, that however reluctant 
I may feel in publicly expressing my opinion 
on the cases of the late Miss Catherine 
Cashin and Mrs, Lloyd, yet I cannot, with 
any feelings of common justice, refuse your 
request ; and, in so doing, beg to premise, 
that shall give it impartially, inasmuch as 
I conceive it to be a subject respecting 
which the medical profession and yourself 
are at issue, 

2. “ Participating in the excitement 
against you, which pervaded all ravks of 
the profession, I was, at first, without ma- 
ture deliberation, disposed to believe that 
the treatment adopted in the cases of the 
ladies above alluded to, had led to those 
events which ultimately formed the subjects 
of judicial investigation. However, upon 
viewing the cases in all their points, and 
after deep reflection, my opinion is now en. 
tirely changed. 

3. “ Some time in the month of August 
last (1830), Miss Catherine Cashin (upon 
whose remains a coroner's inquest was sub- 
sequently held) was your patient, and appre- 
hending that her disorder might become as 
precarious as that which promised to termi- 
nate speedily in the demise of her sister, 
from pul y ption, you did, 1 
believe, suggest the propriety of employing 
precautionary measures, so that, if me 
she might avoid that fate which had already 
} d the ber of her family. In order 
to effect this desirable object, I understand 
that it is your practice (like that of many 
eminent practitioners of the present day, 
who are in the habit of employing only one 
or two remedies in the cure of almost every 
disease) to have recourse to the processes 
of counter-irritation to the surface of the 
skin, and also of inhalation. 

4. “I have recently been at considerable 
pains to ascertain, by a multitude of inqui- 
ries made in various quarters, whether those 
individuals who were your patients had, at 
any time, experienced any noxious or un- 
pleasant effects during their employment of 
one or both these remedies; and I feel it 
my duty to state that their replies have uni; 
formly been in the negative, and that in no 
instance did they deserve the name of ‘ dan- 
gerous,’ which has been applied to them, 
and likewise that no unpleasant conse 
quences have su 


LONG THE QUACK. 


5. ‘* The post-mortem examination of Miss 

Cashin satisfactorily proves to me the cor- 
rectness of your judgment as to the exist- 
ence of pulmonary disease, and which, in 
my opinion, fully justified you in the steps 
you took, in the hope of suspending or re- 
moving an affection of such a fatal tendency ; 
and, whilst she was without fever or marked 
local uneasiness, to employ counter-irrita- 
tion, as well as inhalation. J cannot possi- 
bly conceive how the same remedial agents, 
after having been used by numerous indi- 
viduals, without their sustaining the least 
injury, can in any degree be assigned asa 
cause of what afterwards took place. Most 
ample experience in medicine has shown 
me how easily effects may be attributed to 
inadequate causes. For among all the months 
in the year, August is voted for those affec- 
tions of the stomach and alimentary canal 
which often appear spontaneously, and, in 
females particularly, inasmuch as we find 
the former organ in them to be a great sym- 
pathiser. And I do in truth assert, that in 
some cases, owing to the continued irrita- 
bility of the stomach, the vital powers have 
failed, and unexpected death has followed ; 
leaving, upon the most minute dissection, 
nothing sati to accouut for the fatal 
change. 
6. “* Since such may take place, can we 
not easily imagine that a case of this kind 
might unfortunately occur in yours, or any 
other person’s hands? But when we find, 
on perusing the evidence agaivst you, the 
great quantity of plums and purple grapes 
eaten by the lady alluded to, and presuming 
that she had a ‘great and natural solicitude 
for her sister’s sufferings, our surprise les- 
sens whilst there existed such causes for 
local aud general irritation—namely, that a 
high state of fever should supervene, and 
that what without it would have remained 
a trifling insignificant sore upon her back 
(it being merely an abrasion of the cuticle 
or scarfskin), should give origin to so much 
pain, and subsequently assume those ap- 
pearances, respecting which such a strange 
diversity of opinion was exhibited by the 
professional witnesses against you, and 
which I fear will contribute more than any- 
thing, in modern times, to show the unstable 
grounds upon which, unfortunately, the art 
or sci of medicine is founded 


7. ‘* Whilst the stomachic irritability kind- 
led up constitutional fever, a sore of the most 
harmless nature might become highly in- 
flamed, and even be the cause, through sym- 
pathy, for those violent retchings that took 
place afterwards, and might impair the vi- 
tality of that organ, through a diminution of 
which deaths occasionally occur, examples 
of which are at times seen in cases of spasm, 
occurring through gout seizing the stomach, 
a violent blow upon that organ, &c. 
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EXTOLLING THE QUACK’S SECRET PRACTICE. 91 


8. “To me, who have had for more than 
eleven years past unequalled opportunities 
of treating, and where death bas taken 
place, of investigating numerous affections 
of the chest, I % not exaggerate when | 
say, that I have opened more than @ thou- 
sand bodies of consumptive persons alone. 
It has always appeared to me, and the same 
opinion has been entertained > the princi- 
pal modern continental pathologists, that 
the imperfectly-formed cicatrices, one of 
which was found in the summit of each lung 
in Miss Cashin (though contrary to the 
statements made by some medical men who 
examined the body of the deceased), had 
been formed from tuberculous matter (the 
presence of which constitutes consumption), 
which having undergone a softened state, 
and in this way being expectorated, allowed 
the cysts which remained to heal up like 
any ordinary abscess. 1 have numerous 
specimens in my museum, showing the pro- 


greasive changes which tubercles undergo, 
until their place becomes supplied with 
condensed cellular membrane. es 

9. “I hold myself bound, as a member of | 
the profession, to act with charity towards 
every individual, And as you were actu- 
ated by good motives for the benefit of your 
fellow-creatures, and as I know you to be 
far from being the ignorant and illiterate 
person whom your illiberal and invidious 
traducers wished the public to believe, it 
strikes me that the surgeon whom I am now 
speaking of, ought not to have been the first 
to raise bis voice against you, but, on the 
contrary, have had some charitable feeling ; 
from the conviction, that while he sought 
for a mote in your eye, he might possibly 
find a beam in his own, A few years ago 
some of my pupils informed me, that high 
operations for the stone were performed at 
St. George’s Hospital by Mr. Brodie; the 
eventa were most unfortunate; and, I be- 
lieve, commented upon pretty freely; by 
more than one anstomical lecturer in this 
metropolis. * * * * 

10. ‘* The precocious deductions of Mr, 
Brodie on points of experimental physiology, 
are, many of them, as | have myself ascer- 
tained, quite fallacious; and the few re- 
cently-published facts, by a physician and 
surgeon of Guy’s Hospital, show clearly, at 
all events, how much mistaken he has been 
on the action and effects of morbid poisons 
in the animal economy. 

11. “ A few years ago I was respectably 
introduced to ir. Vance, whom | regard 
as a worthy and skilful individual, but who 
had no motive whatever for stating any pal- 
liative. circumstance in your behalf, for | 
perceive that Colonel Campbell's daughter, 
who was iy Se in a hopeless state by 
him and Mr. Brodie, got infinitely better in 


your hands, and I recollect hearing Captain 


Lioyd say, that Mrs. Lloyd was an old pa- 
tient of Mr. Vance’s, for that very uncom- 
fortable and truly distressing tion of 
the throat, which, although hysterical, and 
regarded by him as insignificant and devoid 
of danger, I have known to lead both to dis- 
ease of the windpipe and to scirrhous and 
permanent contraction of the pharynx and 
esophagus, which specimensin my museum, 
obtained even within the Jast year or two, 
can testify. I go farther than this, by stat- 
ing that a violent spasmodic affection of the 
throat, purely hysterical, does occasiona lly 
prove speedily fatal, leaving no morbid ap- 
pearances, except the rupture of a few air- 
cells in the lungs. Mr, Vance’s early pro- 
fessional life has been most usefv!}; em- 
ployed for the public weal; but it is most 
likely, through his naval appointments, that 
he has been deprived of his fair proportion 
of female cases, consequentiy I may make 
every due allowance for his apparent indif- 
ference about the safety of inysterical pa- 
tents. 

Asten days elapsed before Mr. Vance 
was called in, after Mrs, Lloyd had been 
under the care of another practitioner, I 
consider it needless to make any further 
comment upon his evidence, with this ex- 
ception, that ‘if you stated Mrs, Lloyd 
had suffered disease of the chest, which dis- 
section is said not to have proved to be the 
case;’ your mistake is not solitary, for I 
hardly know of one of the profession, of 
whom I have not heard, and of many of 
whom I have not been a personal witness 
of their erroneous judgments. i may here 
relate a case in point. 

13. ‘* When his late Majesty was ill I was 
sent for several miles out of town, to visit a 
gentleman who conceived himself to be simi- 
larly affected to that illustrious monarch ; he 
had the advice of two physicians, attendants 
on royalty, also that of a university professor 
of medicine, together with au eminent pro- 
vincial physician. ‘Though he was attack- 
ed, as I discovered in consequence of atoe 
nic gout, with inflammation occupying the 
inferior and middle lobes of the right lung, 
and soon after with extensive effusion into 
the left cavity of the chest, combined with 
general dropsy ; these 1 conceived to have 
arisen in consequence of the early want of 
skill in auscu!tatic discrimination of the in- 
flammatory state of the lungs, which, of 
course, in a great measure, prevented the 
free circulation of blood from the right side 
of the heart, and gave origin to general 
venous congestion, followed by aqueous 
effusion, from the exhalant orifices of the 
arterial system of various parts of the body. 
Though he suffered in this way, and though 
the right ventricle of the heart, labouring 
to overcome the obstructed circulation in 
the lungs, was almost itself sufficient to 
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$2 DR. RAMADGE TO LONG THE QUACK. 


afford of his disease, 
it earned physicians e: 
his complaint to 
asthmatic. One general practitioner there 
told me, he had a disease of the heart; which 
in a certain degree was possible, for many 
advanced in years exhibit some 
change of structure in that organ, and which 
is too often supposed by many in our pro- 
fession to be of greater importance than it 
really deserves, 1 felt satisfied that in this 
instance it was not the cause of the effusion ; 
and in this opinion I am borue out, from the 
ample experience I have had in attending 
vast numbers of chest affections, and from 
having examined a great number of dead 
bodies. The treatment they pursued was 
in strict accordance with their ideus of the 
disease. It was chiefly antispusmodic and 
stimulant; ether, wine, and o;ium, were 
prescribed, instead of bleeding, the adminis- 
tration of mercury, &c.&c. He was dail 
getting worse under their treatment, whi 


him to request my advice. 

14. «Judging from a conversation I had 
with you, for the first time after the inquest 
upon Miss Cashin, you induced me to think 
that as professional merit, under the present 
corrupt system of patronage, witnessed in 
the various responsible appointments to our 
public universities, colleges, court, hospi- 
tals, infrmaries, &c., was overlooked, you 
had no chance of fair competition. And as 


particular class of diseases, and that the 
nurses thereby being uncontrolled, regu- 
larly salivated each patient, in order to 
entitle themselves to an additional gratuity 
of sixpence. 

15. “ You complained to me much of the 
persecution you had endured from the medi- 
cal profession, and you seemed to think, as 


Ido myself, that had you not been very 


fortunate in gaining the confidence of the 
public, you never would have been the vic- 
tim of their envy and malignity, however 
great your want of success might have been ; 
and you said, that if they did not prefer 
their own private advantage to the public, 
they would have long siuce turned their 
attention to the defective state of our hos- 
pitals, and other eleemosynary ivstitutions, 
where frequently men without any apparent 
ability, provided they are near relatives or 
intimate friends of some influential medical 
officer, obtain appointments (some of them 
having been bargained for previously by 
bonds in heavy penalties) ; and also if the 
pablic health lay so heavy at their hearts, 
they would have recommended that more 
than one dey in the week should be ap- 

inted by themselves for seeing their un- 
fortunate out-patients, and also more than 
one day in the same space of time for the 


admission of in-patients, accidents excepted. 


The value of medical opinion a wy 


nearly one half the medical profession are 
unlicensed, and practise under the names of 
surgeons, accoucheurs, chemists, Xc., you 
Saw no reason why you should not act as a 
medical practitioner, having early had a 
taste for medicine, and also, to my know- 
ledge, having in an anatomical school where 
T lectured some four years ago (without any 


personal acquaintance with you at that pe- 
riod) purchased dead bodies, at a consider- 
eble expense, for the purpose, as I believe, 
of dissection, and of studying visceral ana- 


tomy in particular. You seemed perfectly 
aware of the low condition of medical prac- 
tice in this country ; for a man ninety years 
of age, or in a state of dotage, might, in 
London, be a surgeon to a public hospital. 
You seemed perfectly to understand that a 
titled surgeon publicly stated, that where- 
ever he turned his eyes in two adjoining 
hospitals, he saw nothing but the abusive 
exhibition of mercury, even in cases where 
it is now universally admitted by medical 
men to be perfectly useless. To the best 
of my recollection, i replied, that about two 
years ago, 1 formed one of a dinner party 
with two physicians (beside myself), and 
more than double that ber of surgeons, 
and that one of them (himself a surgeon to 
an hospital) stated, 1 believe with a view 
to exonerate himself, that his relative (the 
' gecuser) rarely visited his own wards for a 


very lightly of, for you mentioned rown, 
of Edinburgh, who never practised himself, 
yet he wrote a work in favour of injurious 
stimulant agents, and that almost the whole 
Fe as eagerly embraced, for many years, 

is doctrines, which generally led to the 
death of thousands, and even tens of thou- 


sands. 

16. “ To show the value of the concurrent 
testimony of medical men, you stated, that 
a few years ago some medicines, and par- 
ticularly the antimonial powder, and its 
prototype, that of the late Dr. James, were 
universally believed to be sovereign reme- 
dies in the cure of febrile, and various other 
affections, and that there are numerous cases 
published of the efficacy of these medicines, 
which almost every practitioner of an un- 
biassed judgment now-a-days confidently 
believes to have never been otherwise than 
inert agents. To show still further the va- 
lue of medical opinion, you stated, that had 
you been old enough to have commenced 
practice twenty years ago, without com- 
pletely salivating in particular disorders, 
after the fashion of the times, you most 
likely would have been persecuted, as now, 
although your patients would have escaped 
many painful secondary affections, or per- 
haps the complete ruin of their health. 

17. You kuow that the late Dr, Arm- 
strong was rejected by the College of Phy- 


sicians in London, es an incompetent prac- 


at had 
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titioner, yet he was by the public, 
and hardly half a dozen years elapsed before 
he realised a annual income than the 
president or any of the fellows who had re- 
Jected him, or in fact any physician attached 
to our metropolitan hospitals or dispensaries: 
to add to which he was enabled to boast of 
having the largest class of medical students 
in the metropolis. 

18. ‘* If you are accused by the profession 
of ignorance, you may, without difficulty, 
comprehend what degree of auatomical in- 
formation is necessary to be a distinguished 
physician attached to one of our hospitals, 
and the adulatory protégé of an old influential 
medical mao, when | state that three medi- 
cal friends of mine examined, not long ago, 
the body of a person supposed to have been 
destroyed by poison, when, after removing 
the stomach and sewing up the body, it 
was re-examined at the wish of some of the 
deceased’s friends, by the physician I allude 
to, who pronounced that death was not oc- 
casioned through poison, but that the stomach 
was ulcerated sufficient to cause the decease. 
However, I must add that this organ was in 
the possession of one of the previous exa- 
miners, aud that the learned doctor mistook 
a portion of large intestine which he opened 
for that viscus. 

19. “ Having replied to your questions as 
to my candid opinion as to the causes which 
might have terminated the existence of Miss 
Casbin and Mrs. Lloyd, I must express my 
regret, that the moments I have chosen for 
this purpose have been hastily snatched after 
much fatigue caused by my professional avo- 
cations ; it is to this cause | must apologise 
for such imperfections as may appear in the 

ing observations. I have here, I hope, 
fulfilled a duty | owed to my conscience, iv 
openly and fearlessly, after deep delib 
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Mr, in the Chair. 


RECIDIVE CASE OF STONE IN THE BLADDER+ 


In the first instance Lirnotomy was per- 
3 im the second, the cure was 
effected by Lituotrity. 


Mr. Coste.to, the fellow-labourer of M. 
Civiale, of Paris, the discoverer of the new 
method of operating for stone, was present 
at a late meeting of this Society, and read an 
account of an interesting and successful case 
of lithotrity. Mr. Costello began by stating 
that, having at one of the preceding meet- 
ings asked permission to make a communi- 
cation to the Society, and, from unforeseen 
circumstances, haviug been unable to termi- 
nate that paper, he was anxious to avail 
himself of the permission so kindly granted, 
and would therefore relate a case of litho- 
trity, which, as it exhibited the new opera- 
tion in a light in which it had not been hi- 
therto presented in England, he hoped 
would be found not uninteresting. Since the 
introduction of the new operation into this 
country (pursued Mr. Costello), although 
received by British surgeons in a spirit of 
liberality which reflects honour on the pro- 
fession, it nevertheless has experienced, 
and continues to meet with, numerous ob- 
stacles, and honest doubts are entertained 
as to its possessing any real superiority over 
the old operation, which, in the vast ma- 
jority of cases, it aspires to supersede. Over 
and over again, nay, in this very room, it 
has been urged to me, ‘* That the cutting 


tion, replying to you as I would have done 
to any person in your situation, that you 
are a guiltless and a cruelly persecuted in- 
dividual ; that you have received from the 
medical profession not that impartial evi- 
dence which they would have vouchsafed to 
have given towards a licensed practitioner ; 
and | do not say too much when I assert, 
that there are usually two species of medica) 
evidence given, although perhaps uncon- 
sciously, one for the licensed practitioner, 
the other for the unlicensed. 

20. “ I know, Sir, very little of you or 
your practice, therefore 1 hope the public 
will deem me to be disinterested, but at the 
same time no timid or servile follower of 
medical opinions and doctrines which expe- 
rience too often shows to be fluctuating and 
undetermined. 

** | remain your obedient servant, 
Francis H. Ramance, M.D., Oxon, 
Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, 
and Lecturer on Medicine, 


peration, as it is now practised, although 
terrible to endure, is nevertheless equally 
successful with lithotrity in favourable 
cases ;” and this observation is followed up 
by the question, ‘‘ Why then introduce a 
novel mode, which cannot be more success- 
ful than the old one, and which has this dis- 
advantage, that the majority of operating sur- 
eons, from wantofopportunity,can never be- 
come sufficientiy familiar withit?” ‘This ob- 
jection, if it be seriously meant as such, is 
established on a partial view of the subject, 
| had the honour of submitting to the Royal 
Society last June, a series of cases success- 
fully treated by lithotrity, in which I en- 
deavoured to point out the gradations of 
difficulty which accompany its application, 
proceeding from the consideration of simple 
cases, to that of cases of a more complicated 
aature. On that occasion it was demon- 
strated on the peremptory evidence of facts, 
that in the former, namely, the simple ceses, 
in which the calculi are of recent formation 


few in uumber, and the urinary organs 5 
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‘MR. COSTELLO'S PARALLEL BETWEEN 


healthy, the cure was always easy, safe, 
and attended with very little pain. 
Although it is not my intention on the 
nt occasion to enter <j a parallel of 
rations, especially as | have treated 
this view of the subject ia another place, 
nevertheless I shall endeavour to sketch 
rapidly a comparison between them, before 
I come to the relation of the case, which I 
am about to submit to the Society. Having 
laid it down as a principle that lithotrity, 
applied to simple cases, always effects a 
cure, without exposing the life of the pa- 
tient, and without inflicting much pain, it 
may be worth while to examine whether the 
differences between both operations are 
limited to the mere pain inflicted in litho- 
tomy, still observing, that if it were so, it 
would form a consideration of no small im- 
portance, Let us take a case of the simplest, 
the most favourable description, and we shall 
find, even under the most advantageous cir- 
cumstances, that lithotomy is attended with 
dangers which can neither be undervalued 
nor overlooked,—dangers from which it can- 
not be exempted, even when performed by 
the most skilful hands. In cokes to coufine 
our attention exclusively to the operation, 
we shall leave out of view the habitual de- 
spondency of this class of sufferers—the 
terrors inspired by the preparations for its 
performauce—the binding and foot— 
the cruel anguish of anticipation. The 
Tithotomist has —_— by successive 
incisions, of several inches in length, into a 


om placed ut a depth from the surface 


varies, according to the condition an 


age of the patient, from an inch ond a half 
to four or five inches ; these incisious must 
be made with the greatest care, and within 
limits, any deviation from which may be 
followed by the most serious consequences. 


Through the wound thus made, divers in- 
struments are introduced for the purpose of 
seizing and extracting the stone, which is 
now no longer free within the organ, for as 
soon as the opening is made in the bladder, 
the urine which it contains gushes out, and 
the viscus immediately collapses, nay, some- 
times powerfully contracts on the stone, 
This renders the extraction difficult and ex- 
cessively painful, But this is not all; the 
incisions made for the purpose of affording 
&n aperture through which the stone may be 
removed, are necessarily limited, In the 
lateral operation, which, as it is the most 
common in use we are here considering, it 
is now recommended by some of the first 
authorities, Liston, Key, Velpeau, Dupuy- 
tren, &c., that the incision of the prostate 
shall wot be carried to its circumference 
6n the left side; but that a portion of it 
shall be left undivided by the poiut of the 
knife, with a view to prevent infiltration of 
urine into die cellular substance external 


to it, as also to ensure a more speedy cica- 
trization, by a better coaptation of the divid- 
ed parts. Now the whole thickness of the 

tate at its side is not more than ten 
ines, not quite an inch, to which, if we add 
five lines for the diameter of the urethra, 
we shall have an incision of an inch and a 
quarter at most. This, for a safe operation, 
is the utmost limit to which the incision 
ought to be carried, If, unfortunately, a 


| disproportion exist between this aperture 


and the body to be extracted, the difference 
must {be made up by dilatation, which is 
merely a milder name for laceration, and 
thus is the operator forced to imitate the 
so-much-condemned of the 
rible appuratus major. 1n such & case 
calculus cannot be extracted without injury 
to the parts through which it has to pass. 
The violence employed for this purpose, too, 
frequently compromises the success of the 
operation. According to the authority of 
r. C, Bell aod Mr. Samuel Cooper, nine out 
of ten of those who perish by lithotomy, are 
victims of the laceration effected in the ex- 
traction of the stone. The sources of hemor- 
rhage from this operation, are too well 
known to require any particular indication 
of them ; suffice it to say, that however cau- 
tious the lithotomist be, he can never be 
perfectly guaranteed against this accident, 
But let us suppose the incisions safely per- 
formed, and the stone extracted at once, if 
there be but one stone; or by repeated in- 
troductions of the finger of the operator and 
his forceps, if the calculi be numerous,—all 
the danger is not passed ; the patient has 
other d to encounter. If the cellular 
substance external to the prostate have been 
torn or divided, an opening is made for the 
infiltration of urine between the bladder and 
pubis, between the bladder end rectum, and 
thus on to the peritoneum itself. The cel- 
lular tissue becomes inflamed, this inflam- 
mation extends to the peritoneum, and a 
fatal termination is often and promptly the 
consequence. Another consequence of this 
operation is the inflammation of the kidneys, 
which, under the circumstances, is almost 
always fatal; and, lastly, the inflammation 
of the bladder itself is to be dreaded. M. 
Boyer attributes to this couse the death of 
three-fourths of those who succumb from 
the operation of lithotomy. These are some 
of the most formidable dangers which the 
unfortunate sufferer has to encounter. I 
shall place in the second rank, when the 
operation does not terminate fatally, his 
liability to the distressing infirmities of fis- 
tale, incontinence of urine, &c.; and lest 
this exposé should be deemed exaggerated, 
I shall cay nothing of the lesion of the rec- 
tum, vésicule seminales, &c., but confin- 
ing myself to the remark, that under wirat- 
ever circumstances fitlotomy is performed, 


an¢ 
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it is always the commencement of a long and 
dangerous illness, of which the issue is 
doubeful, I hasten to lay before you the de- 
tails of the case which has given occasion 
for these reflections. 

Mr. Thomas Heath, a farmer, residing at 
Kirkby, near Mansfield, Notts, aged 57, 
corpulent in habit, experienced the first 
symptoms of stone in the bladder eight 
years ago. He had pain in the Joins, 
thighs, and neck of the bladder, accom- 
ag by frequent calls to void his urine, 

pains were occasionally very severe, 
whenever he walked much, or laboured hard, 
Being a single man, and of bashful dispo- 
sition, he bore his sufferings in silence for 
two years, and took no advice, At this pe- 
riod he made a short journey on horseback 
to pay his rent, and having, contrary to his 
habits, partaken of the punch prepared for 
the tenants, he became much alarmed at 
findiog that he was unable to pass a drop of 
urine, This retention lasted five hours, and 
his return home was attended with acute 
suffering. He was confined to bed for a 
week, and frequently voided blood with his 
urine. At the end of this time he passed a 
small lentil-shaped stone about the size of a 
pea. Its expulsion was followed by imme- 
diate relief. His freedom from pain, how- 
ever, was of short duration. His symptoms 
returned, aud he continued to suffer severely 
for the next six months ; but still the urine 


was nearly natural, and he was able to move 
He 


about. worse, aud during the 
two years which preceded the first opera- 
tion, his life waa a long torment, The 
urive became turbid and bloody, and in se- 
vere crises it deposited a quantity of “7 
mucus, which adhered to the pot. Life 
being « burden, he made up his mind to 
undergo the operation, For this purpose 
he repaired to Nottingham. The operation 
was performed on the 7th of November, 
1827, by Mr. Atienburrow, a distinguished 
surgeon and lithotomist of that town. Owing 
to the size of the stone and the depth of the 
perineum, the operation was long and labo- 
rious, and there was considerable hemor- 
rhage. Seven weeks from the time of its 

ormance, he was able to return home ; 

his convalescence was slow, and the 
wound was not completely cicatrised till the 
end of March. His respite from suffering, 
however, was of short Sarsticn. In April 
he felt the renewed attacks of his disease, 
and in June all his old symptoms hed re- 
appeared. He had submitted to the opera- 
tion in the hope of permanent relief. He 
saw with despair that he had obtained but a 
short. truce, and that he was once more a 


yey to the protracted martyrdom of stone, 
e operation was again spoken of, but 


nothing could overcome his r to 
submit to it. ef each 


he passed another small rough calculus, but 
experienced no diminution of suffering, 
During the two following years his tor- 
aoe | were indescribable, Through Mr, 
at’ Cooper, of Mansfield, bis su 

he learned thet there was a mildet method 
of cure for his disease, and at the recom- 
mendation of Mr. Grainger, who spoke fa- 
fourably of lithotrity, and the Hon, aod Rev, 
Mr. Vernon, rector of his parish, he came 
to town. When I first saw him, his con- 
dition was truly deplorable. The slightest 
motion was productive of intense pain; his 
breathing was short, even to pentiog ; his 
oe was broken, the irritability of the 
bladder being so excessive as to force him 
to make water every ten or fifteen minutes 
throughout the entire night, His mind was 
so broken, that he shed tears on the slight- 
est emotion. The urine was ropy and fetid, 
With such a formidable train of symptoms, 
I had doubts of the applicability of litho- 
trity. Opiates were red, and a soothin 
treatment was adopted, ‘This was attend 
with such good effects, that the number of 
calls to make water was reduced at the end 
of a few weeks to twelve times in a night, 
When the irritability was thus diminished, 
the operation was begun. The first sitting 


‘took place three weeks ago, An injection 


of four ounces of water was thrown into the 
bladder, a large lithotrite was used, and the 
stone, measuring an inch in both its diame- 
ters, was seized. ‘Three perforations were 
made in it, before it was suffered to escape 
from the grasp of the instrument. It was 
seized again, and reduced to large frag- 
ments by the pressure of the branches and 
drill. This sitting lasted ten minutes, The 
night following the operation, he made water 
only seven times, There was nothing re- 
markable in the introduction of the litho- 
trite, except that it produced pain in pasa- 
ing over the old cicatrix of the urethra. At 
the second sitting, the water escaped be- 
tween the urethra aud lithotrite. Only one 
fragment was seized and crushed. The 
operation lasted one minute, At the third 
the bladder was tranquil, aud fragments 
were seized and broken seven times, At 
the fourth very few were found, and at the 
fifth only one, which was extracted iu the 
instrument, The two last sittings took 
place at my own house, and it is now but 
three weeks since the operation was com- 
menced which bas raised up Mr. Heath from 
a bed of torture, He is here this evening, 
Gentlemen, to confirm my statement, and to 
answer any questions you may think proper 
to put to him. You see before you in these 
five paper boxes (Mr. Costello pointed to 
the boxes, which were placed on the table) 
the fragments of the stone. I have kept 
them apart, that you might see the product 
sitting. It was impossible to save 
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patient walked about town during 
t of his treatment, but what 


Mr. Arworr begged to ask the patient 
whether the operation was productive of 
considerable pain. He had attended with a 

in town in a case where lithotrity 


had been attempted ; the patient who was |. 


afterwards cut, affirmed that he had suf- 
fered much more in the unsuccessful attempt 
ut lithotrity, than from the performance of 
lithotomy ; he therefore begged to ask Mr. 
Costello if this was usually the case. 

Mr, Cosretto replied, that in simple 
cases lithotrity was by no means a painful 
operation, The mechanism of the operation 

the idea that much pain could be 
inflicted by it. The bidder was dietended 
with water, the instrument expended in the 
fiuid, and, except while seizing the stone, 
was only in contact with the uretl#’. The 
mapcuvres exercised could not in any man- 
ner be productive of the pain of cutting. Mr. 
Costello was aware that su 8, not fami- 
liar with the manual part of the operation, 
might inflict a great and unnecessary pain in 
the attempt to perform it; but then it was 
mot fair that the credit of lithotrity should 
euffer from their inexperieuce. In the nu- 
merous cases which he and his friend Civiale 
had treated, he had never beard any such 
reproach addressed to lithotrity. He had, 
however, heard from Mr. Liston, of Edin- 
burgh, whose candour was well known, that 
the patient on whom he attempted litho- 
trity, had suffered more than he did subse- 


man, of the merit which was justly hia, of 
introducing his truly valuable ion into 
England, and to attribute it to a foreigner ; 
he alluded to the delivery of the Hunterian 
oration by Mr. White. . Burnett said 
he had seen other lithotritic instruments, 
which he considered as great improvements 
upon those of Civiale. i 

Mr. Cosretxo replied, that the value of 
these instruments was in their simplicity and 
solidity, both which essential qualities had 
been impaired by the modifications which 
Mr. B. considered improvements, There 
was one fact which he would state, that 
spoke volumes in favour of his instruments, 
It was this, “‘ that of the five systems or 
modifications of the lithontritic apparatus, 
which bad heen presented since the inven- 
tion, the only one that is known by expe- 
rience, is Civiale’s.” Mr. B. might think that 
those modifications were improvements, Mr. 
Costello declined entering into a controversy 
on the subject at preseat, but be would take 
some future opportunity of proving, that so 
far from being improvements, they were 
complicated and dangerous, and inapplica- 
ble to the performance of lithotrity. 

Mr. Costello showed the instruments with 
which the operation bad been performed. 
Thanks were returned him for bis {oteresting 
communication 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


quently from the performance of lithotomy. 
Dr. Barry wished to know the name of 
the surgeon to whom Mr. Arnott alluded. 


an answer, 

Dr. Banay thought it was useless to 
theorize on the matter, since there was a 
— in the room whose opinion was 

on experience, who of course must 

know more about the pain it produced than 

any one else; he would therefore beg Mr. 

Heath to state, if he were unfortunately to 

have stone again, which operation he would 
er. 

Mr. Heata with great earnestness of 
manner replied, ‘‘ 1 would not be cut. 1 
have suffered from stone for whole nights 
together, much more than I did from Mr. 


Costello’s operations, which never exceeded | professor, they 


a few minutes. The operation is not per- 
formed without pain, but then it is trivial 
indeed compared to cutting.” 

Mr. Kino was of opinion that great praise 


was due to the candour.as well as to the add 


dexterity of Mr. Costello, He would take 
that opportunity of expressing the disgust 
he experienced at an attempt which was 
made to deprive Mr. Costello, an English- 


"The whole of the communicstions which we have 
notice, shall be acknowledged 

Castigater. Not yet; a little patience is requi- 
Mr. Aryorr begged to decline giving &. 


Guido, A Proprietor, and several others. The 
dissensions in the University are ang pain- 
ful to us. After a strict investigation cir- 
Gasman, it really dees not appear that the i 
ents were, in any respect, the aggressors. 
Council should recoliect that the University is nota 
charity school, and that the pupils are not chi 
Between professors and pupils there is a contract to 
be fulfilled, and the obligati and advantages are 
reciprocal. Without offering any opinion respecting 
the competency or the incompetency of Professor 
Pattison, we may say that it is utterly impossible 
for the school of anatomy to exist if the pupils 
continue in hostility to their teacher. A thousand 
times have we heard Sir Astizy Coorga state, and 
we perfectly agree with him, that students, where 
they have opportunities for forming comparisons, 
are the best judges of a lecturer’s capacity for teach- 
ing. If the papils acquire knowledge from their 
. are satisfied ; if they do not acquire 
Knowledge from him, they are dissatisfied,—a feel- 
ing which is 

Dr. W. In No. 30Y, but we shall resume the 
subject. 


ress, tog 
don who is acquainted with his signature. 
Medico-Chiruryus came to hand too late for this 


"We for want of room, to omit ‘the 


We are 
letter of Mr, until next 


HSS 


all, as | i 
the late 
has been 
sized stone. | 
= 
| 
| 
| 
| 
A Birmingham Surgeon is requested to authenti- 
his statement by forwarding his name and 
| 


